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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


5672 The Dispersal : Studies in the history of libraries-VIII, Raymond 
Irwin. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (12) December 1955, 464-470. 

The developments which made possible the decline and fall of the English 
monastic libraries and their dispersal in 1536-40 with the subsequent purge of 
1550, are described and analysed. 


5673 Callimachus : Studies in the history of libraries-[X, Raymond 
Irwin. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (5) May 1956, 168-173. Bibliog. 

A study of Callimachus (born c. 310 B.C.), poet and bibliographer, and of 
the part he played in the history of the Alexandrian Library and Museum. 
Callimachus was entrusted with the compilation of a comprehensive Greek 
national bibliography, and his bibliographical work was carried on by his 
successors at the library. His achievement has direct significance in the Western 
tradition of scholarship and libraries. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


5674 Internationale Dokumentations- und Bibliotheksfragen im 
Blickfeld der FID, der FIAB und der Unesco. [International documen- 
tation and library questions which come under the scope of the FID, the 
FIAB and Unesco]. Pierre Bourgeois. Biblos, 5 (1) 1956, 1-16. 

First outlines scope of these three international organisations ; points out 
that though Unesco aroused criticism at first it has undertaken work outside 
the scope of the other societies such as pioneer work to backward countries. 
Discusses the most important problems facing these societies : (i) bibliography. 
Unesco has set up a committee to advise them on all bibliographical questions ; 
(i) union catalogues ; (iii) international postal charges and customs for cultural 
objects ; (iv) ever-rising price of learned journals ; (v) question of photographic 
reproductions. For all these, international agreement and action by librarians 
through their societies is the only possible road to follow. 


5675 El Congreso internacional de bibliotecas y centros de docu- 
mentacién de Bruselas [and related articles]. [The International conference 
of libraries and information centres, Brussels]. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (35) December 
1955, 2-39. Illus. 

The greater part of this issue of the Boletin is devoted to reports of the Brussels 
conference held in September 1955, together with notes on some Belgian 
libraries. 


5676 The fourth International Congress of Music Libraries, Albert Van 
der Linden. Notes, 13 (1) December 1955, 41-45. 

Brief notes on the Congress, including the text of the resolutions adopted, 
and a paragraph on the forthcoming report on current methods of cataloguing 
music used in major libraries of various countries. 
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5677 Music in Canada and the Canadian Music Council, Helmut 
Kallman. Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 12 (5) April 1956, 178-180. 

The Council, formed in 1944, provides information about music in Canada 
and represents the national musical organisations. Demands are made on it 
from home and abroad particularly for Canadian compositions. The Counell 
has collected a library of Canadian published music of over 700 pieces and 
encourages performances of Canadian works. It submitted a brief on copyright 
to the Royal Commission, and has published Music in Canada. A quarterly 
magazine is planned. It has co-operated with the IAML in bibliographical 
projects, and has encouraged the formation of a national music library association, 
Plans are now in being for a music section of the Canadian L.A. 


5678 Die siebente Jahrestagung des Verbandes in Iserlohn am 20. Mai 
1955. [The seventh annual conference of the Library Association of North- 
Rhine Westphalia on 20 May 1955]. Werner Krieg. Méitteilungsblatt (Nord- 
rhein-Westfalen), 6 (1) 1 December 1955, 1-11. 

120 delegates met to hear papers by the sociologist Dr. Plessner on “Tendency 
and effect of adult education in a German town of medium size”’ and the Swedish 
librarian S. Mohlenbrock on ‘“‘The library as centre of city culture”. Reports 
were heard from the Committees on cataloguing, subject cataloguing, union 
catalogue, education, interlending and reproduction. 


5679 Fortbildungslehrgang fiir Volksbibliothekare vom 17. bis 21. 
Januar 1956. [Continuation course for public librarians 17-21 January 1956). 
Maria Steinhoff and Anni Brinddpke. Mitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein- Westfalen) 
6 (2) March 1956, 25-28. 

Nineteen librarians, mainly heads of smaller libraries, attended the course in 
Cologne sponsored by the Ministry of Education of North Rhine-Westphalia 
on the theme Librarian and city administration. They heard papers on the 
cultural task of the community and community associations and the development 
of local government ; on the economics of local government ; on library policy 
at state level ; and on the legal position of local government employees. A 
visit was made to new libraries in Cologne. 


5680 Proceedings of the second All Hyderabad Conference, 17th, 18th, 
and 19th Dec. 1955. Granthalaya, 2 (1-2) January-February, 1956. 

The conference laid particular stress on libraries for children, both in the 
school and in the public library. Librarians should be properly trained and a 
diploma course in librarianship should be instituted at Osmania University. 
The first Hyderabad Public Libraries Act, which came into force on 1st July 
1955, was mentioned and, among future policy discussed, was the proposed 
establishment of a Library Council in Hyderabad and State enquiries into existing 
library services throughout India. A special conference exhibition aimed at 
showing a ‘perfect library’ embodying Ranganathan’s five rules of library science. 


5681 Vergadering Sectie Speciale Bibliotheken. [A mecting of the 
Special Libraries Section]. L. Couprie. Bibliotheekleven, 41 (3) March 1956, 
78-81. 


Describes the experiment of holding a meeting of 120 members on the 


‘syndicate’ or ‘group discussion’ principle. Each group discussed the topic set] i 
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and reports were later made to the whole assembly. The more informal nature 
of the meeting and the lively discussion it aroused were considered to be justifica- 
tion for repeating the experiment. 


5682 From birth to maturity in a quarter century, William A. 
Fitzgerald. Catholic Lib. World, 27 (6) March 1956, 260-265. 


The growth of the Catholic Library Association is traced from its emergence 
in 1931 out of the Library Section of the National Catholic Education Association, 
formed ten years previously. The Catholic Library World began publication in 
1929, and the Catholic Periodical Index was begun in the same year. Apart from 
a break from 1934-38, the Index provides coverage from 1930 to date, and 
currently indexes 150 Catholic periodicals. Library schools have been set up 
and a number of bibliographies, such as Books for Catholic Colleges and The 
Catholic Booklist, have been compiled. From 1934 onwards the Association 
began to form local units, of which 32 now exist. The annual Catholic Book 
Week, from which arose the Catholic Booklist, was begun in 1940. 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


5683 Canadian library schools and accreditation, Samuel Rothstein: 
Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 12 (5) April 1956, 186-188. 


In 1947 Denver University substituted a Master’s degree in Library Science 
for its Bachelor’s degree and most other U.S. universities followed suit. Canadian 
library schools still award the B.L.S. Should they continue to seek accreditation 
from the A.L.A.’s Board of Education for Librarianship, or set up their own 
expensive machinery ? The U.S. schools have changed their curricula and 
lengthened the course, and new standards have been established. Some critics 
say the degree has been cheapened and post-graduate work has lessened. For 
the present Canada will accept the B.E.L. accreditation and lengthen the course, 
including additional subjects. It is suggested that the B.L.S. be retained and the 
M.L.S. be reserved for those taking an additional year. A committee has been 
set up to consider the problems. 


5684 Archivi e scuole d’Archivio dal 1765 al 1911. [Archives and schools 
for archivists from 1765 to 1911]. Giorgio Cencetti. Rass. Archiv. di Stato, 
15 (1) January-April 1955, 5-31. 


The story of the schools for archivists can be divided into two periods, before 
and after the unification of Italy (1870). In the first period, every school had its 
own history according to the State to which it belonged. They were founded 
at various times (Bologna 1765, Milan 1770, Naples 1777, Turin 1820, Palermo 
1842, Venice 1854, Florence 1856). Not all were of the same importance and 
there were periods in which they may have been dormant. Characteristics in 
common were the length of the course (two years) and the subjects studied 
(paleography, diplomatic) ; a close relation with the universities and the diploma 
was an essential qualification for entering the profession. After 1870 the law 
was unified for the whole country and new regulations were passed in 1875, 
1896, 1902, 1910. The regulations of 1911 are still in force. The schools 
were separated completely from universities ; it is essential to have the Diploma, 
but it is possible to enter the profession before taking it. The regulations 
include rules for length of courses, subjects studied and syllabus for examinations. 
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5685 The Library School — Graduation day address, 1955, G. T. Alley. 
N.Z. Libs., 18 (10) December 1955, 233-240. 

The New Zealand Library School was founded in 1946 and in the ten years 
since then 189 students have graduated. The address describes briefly the genesis, 
early history and work of the School and goes on to comment on the shortage 
of students entering the school, and of men in particular, and also on the fact 
than many Library School graduates do not stay in the profession. 


5686 Education for librarianship in South Africa at the crossroads, 
Theo Friis. Mousaion, 1 (5) 1955, 14-24. Bibliog. 

The first correspondence course was started in 1934 ; the first library school 
in 1936. Education for, rather than training in, librarianship is suggested as the 
aim. The expansion of library services is largely achieved ; now the aim is to 
develop a qualitative service. Other suggestions for improvement discussed 
are : (i) better stocked library school libraries ; (ii) a high standard of selecting 
students ; (iii) specialised training for specialised jobs ; (iv) standardisation of 
level of training and the abandonment of an inadequate correspondence course ; 
(v) research in library science ; (vi) refresher courses ; (vii) adoption of some 
features of American education for librarianship ; (viii) emphasis on ‘leadership’ ; 
(ix) higher qualified library school lecturers ; (x) more emphasis on adult 
education and public relations work ; (xi) the library school to take part in 
university life ; (xii) an improved accrediting system. 


5687 Some problems concerning the education of librarians, R. F. M. 
Immelman. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (3) January 1956, 78-86. 


Before considering the educational programme it is necessary to consider the 
purpose and function of a library, its sphere of activity, its users and its organisa- 
tion, then the purpose of the courses and their contents can be ascertained. 
Techniques, while they are important, must not be allowed to swamp under- 
standing of principles so that advances now underway will continue to be 
developed by persons with the broadest possible background. This strong 
general education with some subject speciality will ensure that the practical 
training is soundly founded. In class, and by field work in libraries, students 
will gain practical experience while seeking the basic principles. The curricula 
of the schools should have as its basis the common core of professional know- 
ledge. To find suitable teaching staff will not be very easy and it is suggested 
the present pre-library school university course will require adjustment. In the 
schools the most important item will be its collection of professional literature, 
catalogues, booklists, etc. required for study and demonstration. 


5688 Professional inertia, Thelma Eaton. Lib. J., 81 (8) April 15 1956, 
859-862. 

Claims that librarianship is a profession but not recognised as such. In order 
to enter a profession two points are necessary : (i) a long period of study ; 
(ii) registration as a librarian. Librarianship satisfies the first of these but the 
giving of a Master’s degree after one year’s study does not compare favourably 
with 5-6 years study of other professions. The second part is not satisfied as the 
membership list of the A.L.A. does not include professional qualifications and 
Who’s who in library service is not complete. Suggests that a better register 
would include graduates of accredited library schools who have completed two 
years practical library service. Libraries should limit their appointments to 
people on the register. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES: General surveys, international and 
national 


5689 Privilege and public provision in the intellectual welfare state, 
Barbara Kyle. J. of Doc., 12 (1) March, 1956, 15-23. 


The purpose is to examine the assumptions as to people’s needs for and rights 
to information which lie behind the establishment of privately and publicly 
owned libraries, to consider how far these assumptions are valid, and finally to 
discuss the proper part to be played by privately owned libraries in the national 
library service. Conclusions include : that publicly supported libraries should 
satisfy the demands of the general reader for all material in print, and wherever 
possible meet all demands on the interlibrary loan system ; that propaganda 
and restricted libraries should be distinguished from genuine special libraries ; 
that special libraries should give priority to their clientele, but should co-operate 
with the public system in bibliographical work and when discarding, and 
restrict interlibrary loans to out-of-print material. 


5690 Unesco’s program: libraries, bibliographic services, docu- 
mentation, a catalog of principal activities, Verner W. Clapp. Amer. 
Doc., 7 (2) April 1956, 127-134. 

The kinds. of communication made possible by libraries and bibliographic 
and documentation services lie at the very heart of Unesco’s programme. At 
one end of the scale, public library provision is essential to popular self-education 
as well as an important means to mutual understanding between nations. At 
the other end of the scale, the progress of scholarship, the sciences and the arts 
depends largely upon bibliographic and documentation services. Accordingly, 
Unesco’s programme has from the beginning contained projects for: (i) pro- 
motion of public library development ; (ii) promotion of development of biblio- 
graphic and documentation services, research libraries and documentation 
centres ; (iii) promotion of free flow and protection of library materials. Under 
each of these heads are listed a number of Unesco’s principal projects over the 
past nine years. 


5691 Canada and libraries—1. Elizabeth Homer Morton. Lib. Assn. Rec., 
58 (3) March 1956, 89-91. 


The library services of Canada have made impressive growth, particularly 
since 1946. The Canadian Bibliographic Centre was set up in 1950 and the 
National Library came into being on ist January 1953. Construction of a 
building to house the National Library will begin this year. Canadiana is the 
current national bibliography, and the Canadian Library Association now 
publishes the Canadian index to periodicals and documentary films. Activities in 
the field of research libraries are also touched upon. 


5692 The library under Communism : Czechoslovak libraries from 
1948-1954, Vaclav Mosteky. Lib. Q., 26 (2) April 1956, 105-117. 


(See LSA 5396). The role of the librarian as determined by the Communistic 
government is considered. Although library services had been highly organised 
since the inception of the state after the first world war a convention of Czech 
librarians held at Brno in 1948 formulated the new approach to librarianship. 
All libraries are controlled by the state ; there are no exceptions. Every com- 
munity has a reading room and isolated groups are served by bookmobiles. 
Professional competence is subordinate to ideological fitness ; technical library 
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operations are less important than outside activities. These take the form of 
propaganda campaigns, accompanied by public readings and film shows. Book- 
stock is severely censored, open shelves being restricted to books especially 
recommended for their ideological fitness. The system is a modification of 
that of the Soviet Union. 


5693 East Anglian libraries (conclusion), P. Hepworth. East Anglian Mag., 
15 (7) May 1956, 368-372. Illus. 

Brief references are given to the many other libraries not already covered in 
this series of articles. (See LSA 4807, 4891, 4972-73, 5438-41, 5728). These 
include church and chapel libraries, scientific and archaeological, society, book 
society, public and county, and special libraries in institutions, firms, hospitals, 
prisons, and modern subscription libraries. More recently there have arisen 
the county record offices to preserve archives, and the school, college and edu- 
cational libraries. 


5694 Convegno dei direttori delle biblioteche Lombarde. [Mecting 
of the Library Directors of Lombardy]. Accad. e Bibl. d’ Italia 23 (4-5-6) July- 
December 1955, 344-348. 


At this Conference they discussed what has been achieved recently in the 
library world of Lombardy : (i) the opening of the new headquarters of the 
Civic Library and its modern equipment. The library contains approximately 
350,000 volumes and is the centre for the union catalogue of the libraries of the 
Commune of Milan now in process of completion which will consist of over a 
million entries ; (ii) a library has been opened in the Parco di Milano ; (iii) 
centres have been set up in the 118 Communes in the Province of Cremona; 
(iv) during the period 1952-1955 the Ministry of Public Instruction has con- 
tributed 72 million lire. To all this should be added the work carried out by 
USIS in Milan to whom can be given the credit for initiating this Conference. 
USIS has collaborated with other libraries by lending books and has done much 
work in the cultural field (exhibitions, lectures, exchanges, scholarships, etc.). 


5695 Library development in Japan, Louise Watanabe Tung. Lib. Q., 
26 (2) April 1956, 79-104. 

The lack of a native written language and the prevalence of hand-copying 
long after the process of printing was available stultified Japanese literature. 
The nature and purpose of libraries was modified by the importance of class 
segregation and by the existence of formal rules for writing and reading. The 
use of books was confined to the owner’s family and, until the second world war 
caused a revolution in library theory and practice, the Japanese strove to buy 
their own books and did not expect opportunities to read widely. This article 
traces the history of libraries in Japan from the earliest Imperial library of A.D.701 
to the 19th century. 


5696 Research libraries in South Africa, J. W. Perry. Coll. and Res. Libs., 
17 (2) March 1956, 135-140. 


The original gentlemen’s libraries of Dutch and British officials have al 
disappeared except for the Dessinian collection which became the basis for the 
South African Public Library established in 1818 on lines similar to the British 
Museum Library. A few early immigrants collected Africana and their collec- 
tions have passed to libraries, viz. Mendlessohn Collection in the Library of 
Parliament : Gubbins Collection at Witwatersrand U.L. ; Campbell Collection 


8 





569 
Cor 


Sor 
suc] 


LIE 


570 
exc 
Ass 


of | 


in | 


orm of 

Book- 
pecially 
tion of 


n Mag., 


ered in 

These 
7, book 
ospitals, 
> arisen 
id edu- 


Aceting 


6) July- 


in the 
; of the 
imately 
s of the 
" over a 
>; (iti) 
‘mona ; 
as con- 
out by 
ference. 
ie much 
etc.). 


Lib. Q., 


copying 
erature. 
of class 
g. The 
ld war 
to buy 
; article 
\.D.701 


s. Libs., 


nave al 
for the 
- British 
r collec- 
yrary of 
yllection 





in Durban. Other library development has mainly taken place during the 
last twenty years and with the development of industry there is a need for 
research works which are not yet always available. Brief notes on the following 
libraries and their special collections form the main part of the article : Cape 
Province. S. African P.L. (Afrikaans), Parliament, S. African Museum, Diocesan 
Library, law libraries, University library and its special libraries. Grahamstown, 
Rhodes University (papers of early British settlers). Orange Free State. Bloem- 
fontein new public library and new university library. Transvaal. Potchef- 
sroom University has a new building for the library which may be said to 
house the university. Johannesburg: Public Library (Afrikaans), African 
Music Society Library. University of Witwatersrand ; Institute of Medical 
Research ; S. African Institute of International Affairs. Pretoria, government 
libraries ; Veterinary Institute at Onderstepoort ; Transvaal Museum L. ; 
Pretoria U.L. (German publications) ; Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research ; State Library (organises inter-library loans in the Union). Natal. 
Durban : Natal U.L. (sociology and India : Mahatma Gandi Library ; Arabic 
Study Circle L.) ; Sugar Experimental Station L. at Mount Edgecumbe. _ Pieter- 
maritzburg : Natal Museum L. ; University Library ; Natal Society Library 
fan old-established subscription library). Miss Killie Campbell’s private library 
of 26,000 vols. and a museum relating to the African native. 


5697 A contribution to the history of scholarly libraries in the Cape 
Province (before 1920), R. F. M. Immelman. Mousaion, 1 (5) 1955, 25-44. 
Bibliog. 

The universities of Stellenbosch and Rhodes are excluded. Libraries covered : 
Law libraries ; the Dessinian Library ; the South African Public Library, Cape 
Town ; some private subject collections later in public scholarly libraries ; the 
South African Library and Scientific Institution ; the South African Museum, 
Cape Town ; the Commercial Exchange Library, Cape Town ; South African 
College (later the University of Cape Town) ; the Library of Parliament, Cape 
Town ; the Royal Observatory, Cape Town; the Royal Society of South 
Africa; the South African Association for the Advancement of Science ; 
Bolus Herbarium ; the Medical Association of South Africa. 


5698 La organizacién bibliotecaria en Suecia. [Library organization in 
Sweden]. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (35) December 1955, 40-44. 


A first article discusses university, diocesan and regional libraries, legal deposit, 
exchange of books and publications, and training for the library profession. 


5699 Changing character of Southern libraries, Gretchen Garrison 
Conduitte. Lib. J., 81 (9) May 1, 1956, 1112-1118. Illus. Map. 

An outline of a considerable number of libraries in the Southern United States. 
Some indication of the services offered to negroes, and statistical information 
such as population, and expenditure per capita, is given. 


LIBRARY CO-OPERATION, including union catalogues 
5700 The barter of knowledge: an analysis of the international 
exchange of printed intelligence, Foster Edward Mohrhardt. Q. Bull. Int. 
Assn. Agric. Libns., 1 (2) April 1956, 70-73. 

Bookfunds have never been large enough, hence the development of exchange 


of publications schemes. The earliest were those started by the Royal Library 
in France (1694) ; by Swedish university libraries (1740) ; between German 
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and foreign universities (1817) ; and the Library of Congress’ first exchange 
with the French government in 1837. Modern schemes stem from the idea of 
exchange begun by Alexandre Vattemare, a Frenchman, in 1830 and supported 
by Germany, Denmark, Austria, Russia, France and England, and later by the 
U.S.A. The Smithsonian. Institution (1850), Washington, D.C., is the official 
U.S. agency for handling exchanges. In 1867 fourteen European countries had 
exchange agreements for art material. In 1886 two Brussels conventions 
established worldwide exchange of official government publications, official 
journals and parliamentary documents. To-day Unesco has its Clearing House 
Program for worldwide exchanges. Member states are urged to set up national 
centres. Other schemes are the British National Book Centre, the United 
States Book Exchange, and the OEEC Documents Exchange scheme for non- 
trade items of scientific, technical or agricultural interest. Of special interest 
to agricultural libraries is the United States Department of Agriculture Library, 
established in 1862, which has set up a Publications Exchange Desk to handle 
the requests from 15,000 institutions. 


5701 Library co-operation and the rationalisation of collections, 
A. J. Brown. Abstractor, Supp. (3) [August 1955]. 31 p. References. 

Discusses the problems of how to make available and make known for research 
all the materials of value and the means of locating material and gaining access 
to it. The actions taken to solve these problems, e.g., Royal Society Scientific 
Information Conference 1948, inter-library co-operation, union catalogues, 
bibliographical centres, are now replaced by rationalisation relating to subject 
specialisation, co-operative acquisition, central storage of reserve materials and 
the discarding and re-distribution of superfluous stock. Detailed accounts are 
given of : The Farmington Plan ; Co-operative acquisition in Great Britain, 
1949 and later ; Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft ; New England Deposit 
Library ; Mid-West Inter-Library Center ; Unesco Clearing House for Publica- 
tions ; United States Book Exchange ; British National Book Centre ; and 
Library Association Medical Section Periodicals Exchange Centre. Existing 
schemes of library co-operation in Australia are mentioned and then proposals 
are outlined for the development of a national scheme of co-operation with 
emphasis on the rationalisation of special library resources. Whereas co- 
operation has formerly been firstly by area or region, it should in future be 
firstly by type of library and then by region because of the differing requirements 
of each type of library. 


5702 Meeting on the international exchange of publications. L. C. 
Inf. Bull., 15 (10) March 5, 1956. Appendix. 3 p. 

The report of a Committee of Experts which examined the working of the 
Brussels Convention of 1886 and was of the opinion that a new international 
agreement was required, and recommended that the Director General of Unesco 
should ask its General Conference to take action for the preparation of such an 
agreement. 


5703 Kaukolainaus yleisten kirjastojen kesken. [Interlibrary loans in 
public libraries]. Helle Kannila. Kirjastolehti, 49 (2) February 1956, 40-41. 


Until now, the interlibrary loans from public libraries have been exceptionally 
few. On the basis of interlibrary loan regulations, published in The Guide to 
the Scientific Libraries in Finland, 2nd ed., 1955, public libraries of smaller com- 
munities can also make use of interlibrary loans, provided that they serve other 
libraries in return. The library user anywhere in Finland can now have the 
book needed for his work or serious study through his local library. 
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5704 The incorporation of special libraries in the national interlending 
system, R. H. Hill and S. P. L. Filon. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (12) December 1955, 
477-480. 


A memorandum presented to the Library Association in which three methods 
of integrating special libraries with the national system of co-operation are 
discussed : (i) that they should be N.C.L. outliers, (ii) that they should be grouped 
by subject, (iii) that they should be grouped geographically. 


5705 The future of library co-operation with special reference to 
co-operative purchase and storage I, W. J. Hill ; Il, K. W. Humphreys. 
(In Looking ahead. Library Association. London and Home Counties 
Branch Conf. Papers, May 1956, 19-34). References. 


I. Subject specialisation schemes in Great Britain have shown marked de- 
velopment during recent years and the Regions are moving towards self- 
sufficiency, but with the ever-increasing sizes of libraries that are preserving the 
special materials, storage will become a serious problem. Co-operative schemes 
between regions for withdrawals may be needed. Other solutions are discussed 
and the problems posed : (i) the establishment of deposit libraries similar to 
American patterns, or better (ii) the formation of a National Lending Library 
built up on copyright deposits (parallel to the British Museum Library) and with 
which would be linked the National Central Library to form a real bibliographic 
centre for interloans, including photocopying services, for reference service and 
for the preservation of ‘last copies’. II. Reviewing the existing machinery for 
subject specialisation in Britain the author finds the cost of nearly £40,000 a 
year excessive for the small number of loans made outside a Region. Provision 
for the scholar is poor and there is need fora survey to be taken of subject needs 
in research libraries with a view to co-operative acquisition. SCONUL (Stand- 
ing Conference of National and University Libraries) now investigating the 
matter might seek to work with various bodies within the Association of Uni- 
versity Teachers. There is particular need for the co-operative provision of 
periodicals. This could also be organised by Region to insure coverage, preser- 
vation and avoid unnecessary duplication. 


5706 Existing bibliographical resources — dead end, detour, or 
freeway ? Eleanor E. Campion. Amer. Doc., 7 (2) April 1956, 83-86. 


It is suggested that co-operation is needed between librarians and documen- 
talists in the field of bibliographic control. The major bibliographic resources 
compiled by librarians are then surveyed in relation to the work of the Phila- 
delphia Union Library Catalog, and several recommendations are made as to 
the possible forms of co-operation between librarians and documentalists. 


5707 Union catalogues : their problems and organization, L. Brummel. 
Unesco, 1956. 94 p. (Unesco Bibliographical handbooks, 6). 


A brief account of the development of union catalogues (UC) in Germany, 
Britain, Netherlands, Switzerland, USA, Canada and France is followed by 
discussion of the definition and types of UC. Primary (location) and secondary 
purposes (loans, co-ordinated acquisitions, bibliographical information services) 
are examined and examples quoted. The types are seen to be many ; limitations 
arise due to area covered (in which the regional UC in large countries is strongly 
recommended), type of library, size of library, types of literature, date for 
inclusion, and, because of the problems of the size of the UC, a date in the 
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future, after which the UC is closed and a new one started. A description is 
given of the Berghoeffer system of arranging entries, as well as of other devices 
to reduce the time and cost of the insertion and location of information. The 
different methods that have been used in the initial compilation of UC are next 
examined and it is shown that the use of photographic reproduction has greatly 
eased the work for any new projects. The advantages and disadvantages of 
printing UC and union lists of periodicals are reviewed with reference to existing 
examples. 


5708 Gesamtkataloge. Aufbau und Organisation eines Gesamt- 
kataloges im Hinblick auf die Benutzung. [Union catalogues. The 
organisation of a union catalogue with particular consideration of its use]. 
Eugen Egger. Libri, 6 (2) 1956, 97-170. Bibliog. 

This essay, by the head of the Union Catalogue Department of the Landes- 
bibliothek in Berne, Switzerland, was awarded the Sevensma-Prize for 1955, 
Although it deals with this particular library, its history and organisation, it 
contains much detail of basic principles and their practical application to all 
aspects of such a union catalogue that it has more than regional importance. 
The administration, organisation, collection and cataloguing of material, forms 
of loan, costs, users, information service and the experience gained, are dealt with 
in such a systematic, clear, thorough and instructive way that it will be welcome 
and useful to all libraries and librarians concerned with this type of work. 


5709 Union catalogues with special application to Australian libraries, 
Adelaide L. Kent. Abstractor, Supp. (2). [August 1955]. 16 p. Bibliog. 

Australia has few union catalogues and this article discusses the problems that 
face Australian librarians. After defining a union catalogue, the purposes, 
compilation and relative merits of various physical forms of such catalogues are 
considered. Comparison of British, American and Australian catalogues are 
made. The Union Catalogue of Scientific and Technical Periodicals in the libraries of 
Australia (C.S.I.R.O.) and a post-war supplement appeared in two volumes. 
Problems connected with the catalogue in its card form, i.e. keeping it up to 
date, rapid growth, finance and staff, are viewed against experience in Great 
Britain. From these examples a case is made for careful planning before under- 
taking an expensive project, much as Australia needs and must have more union 
catalogues. 


5710 The union catalogue in the National Library of Canada, Martha 
Shepard. J. of Cat. and Class., 12 (2) April 1956, 83-88. 

The National Library of Canada came into being in 1950, and a start was 
immediately made on the compilation of a union catalogue of books in the major 
Canadian libraries, to be completed by 1956. The copying was done photo- 
graphically on 16 mm. film, and enlarged 5 in. by 3 in. prints made. The entries 
so made were then edited against LC printed cards, and locations, etc. marked 
on the latter. The photographic entries were then destroyed. When no LC 
cards were available, the photo-enlarged cards were kept. 


NATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 


5711 To win friends, Henry James, Jr. Lib. J., 81 (5) March 1, 1956, 589-595. 

A comparison of the libraries in Europe of the British Council and the United 
States Information Agency. Both libraries have the same aim—“‘to win friends 
and influence people’’—the British concentrate on the first, the Americans on the 
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second. The British Council libraries omit political material leaving this aspect 
to the libraries of the British embassies, whilst the American libraries proceed 
mostly by way of the social sciences. A fairly detailed study (with statistics) is 
given for the respective libraries in Vienna, Athens, and Cairo, and Rome. For 
the most part the American librarian has a better building, better location, 
larger budget, bigger staff, but the British librarian has more autonomy in book 
selection. 


5712 Australia has priceless books for bird lovers, George Mulgrue. 
Librarian, 44 (9) November-December 1955, 202-204. 


The Australian National Library now houses the Mathews collection of 
ornithological books, six hundred books in nearly 15,000 volumes and valued at 
more than £30,000. The article describes the romantic and exciting search for 
rare books over a period of 30 years which Gregory Mathews and his helpers 
made. 


5713 The National Library of Peking, Chang Chuan-Hsin. China 
Pictorial, January 1956, 28-29. Illus. 

Opened 1912 as the Metropolitan Library. Stock 4,200,000 vols. with 
average annual accessions 460,000. The library contains many works from 
earlier libraries of the 13th to 18th centuries. Since 1953 opening hours have 
increased by one third. There are six reading rooms, including one for children, 
seating 700. The extension built in 1955 has accommodation for 1,200,000 vols. 
A loan service is available for government institutions and peoples’ organisations. 
A postal service reaches large factories, mines and state farms. There are arrange- 
ments for inter-library lending and photo-duplication service. The library 
prepares special reports to help government projects. Exchanges are made with 
135 libraries in 38 countries ; material is also supplied to 303 libraries in 29 
countries. Over 30,000 books and periodicals are received each year ; 120,000 
Chinese works are sent abroad. Extension activities include readers’ forums, 
public readings and lectures (average attendance 1,000) and exhibitions. 


5714. Rantzau-bande in der Sachsischen Landesbibliothek zu Dresden. 
[Rantzau volumes in the Regional Library of Saxony at Dresden]. C. 
Alschner. Z.f.B., 70 (1-2) January-February 1956, 23-26. 


Rantzau’s library, one of the most important 16th century collections, was 
dispersed during the Thirty Years’ War and there are now three volumes at 
Dresden. These are: (i) Apianus: Astronomicum Caesareum. Ingolstadii, 1540. 
gr.2° ; (ii) Aristides : Orationum. Tomi 3. Basileae, 1566. 4°; (iii) Seneca : 
Opera. Parisiis, 1587. 2°. The books must all have been acquired during the 
17th century. In 1654 emissaries from Weimar described the Dresden Library 
as possessing all kinds of mathematical books. 


5715 Rumaniens Nationalbibliotek. [Roumania’s national library]. 
Erling Stensgard. Bogens Verden, 38 (3) May 1956, 129-130. 

Roumania’s biggest and richest library is the Academy Library of the 
Roumanian Peoples’ Republic in Bucharest. It was founded in 1867 with the 
purpose of collecting the Roumanian national literature. Since 1885 it has 
been a copyright library. In 1901 the State Central Library was incorporated 
in the Academy Library which has since then served as the National Library. 
Originally housed in the University it was moved in 1891 to the Academy’s 


13 








building in the main street Calea Victorici where modern premises were erected 
in 1929 and 1937. The book stock in 1955 comprised 3,150,000 printed books 
and periodicals. The library co-operates with fifteen special libraries in 
Bucharest and with five in the province. Recently a booklet dealing with the 
history and activity of the library has been published. 


5716 Government interests in libraries, Roger H. McDonough. Lib, 
Trends, 4 (4) April 1956, 343-353. References. 


Early state libraries in the USA were of a custodial and reference nature. 
They have developed to provide five basic services : (i) general library services 
to state officials and the public ; (ii) library extension, including the establishment 
of standards and the development of all types of library services ; (iii) preservation 
of archives and state historical material ; (iv) maintenance of a law library ; 
(v) provision of a legislative reference service. There is no common organisa- 
tional pattern among the states and separate state library agencies have multiplied ; 
the situation in the Canadian provinces is similar, although strong central library 
agencies are needed. The position of the state librarian and the different 
organisation in several states are described, with New Jersey as an example of 
development leading to a strong state agency. 


5717 What about Federal aid to libraries : Harold S. Hacker. Lib. J., 
81 (8) April 15, 1956, 868-872. 

An outline of a report by a committee established by the Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations. The report is entitled Federal responsibility in the 
field of education. It takes a poor view of Federal aid to any kind of educational 
institution. It claims that the library services costs are so small that any local 
area or State can afford it. A summary of the opposite point of view in the 
A.L.A. publication The Federal Government and the public library is given. 


5718 Plans for using federal aid, Paxton P. Price. Lib. Trends, 4 (4) April 
1956, 422-432. Table. References. 


Traces the history of proposals for federal aid to libraries in the USA. The 
present Library Services Bill is a proposal for a fixed amount to be applied 
specifically to unserved rural areas and so is a challenge to the state agencies. 
In 1955 the writer circulated a questionnaire to all states and provinces of the 
USA and Canada to discover the purposes to which federal aid funds could be 
put. The results of the enquiry are summarized and discussed. The use of 
federal aid most frequently mentioned was the demonstration of service to rural 
residents in large areas. States should have plans ready before the Bill becomes 
law, and to prepare effective plans states should consult among themselves to 
decide upon the most successful procedures. (See also The administration of 
grants-in-aid, Loleta D. Fyam, pp. 412-421). 


5719 Factors in budgeting and appropriations, Harold F. Brigham. 
Lib. Trends, 4 (4) April 1956, 354-364. References. 


A discussion of the finances of state and provincial libraries in the USA and 
Canada. As an agency of the state government the state library is affected by 
developments in state governmental organisation and politics. The preparation 
of the budget and procedures leading to the final determination of the library 
appropriations are described. Differences in Canadian procedure are noted. 
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5720 Supplementary service to local libraries, Carma R. Zimmerman 
and Ralph Blasingame, Jr. Lib. Trends, 4 (4) April 1956, 375-387. Tables. 
References. 


The state or provincial library in the USA or Canada is a “‘library’s library” 
in that it may supply books, bibliographical services and reference assistance to 
libraries rather than directly to individuals. These services vary greatly and the 
authors summarize and discuss replies received from 50 state and provincial 
libraries to a questionnaire on their activities. These include surveys of library 
provision, interlending of books and other materials, publishing, collecting 
statistics, providing financial aid, maintaining local history collections, operating 
placement and professional certification systems, and advising on library legisla- 
tion. (See also Direct public services, Mildred P. McKay, pp. 365-374). 


5721 Creating new local service in the United States, Gretchen K. 
Schenk. Lib. Trends, 4 (4) April 1956, 399-411. Tables. References. 


Summarizes the history of the extension of library service by state library 
agencies in the USA and discusses the difficulties encountered and the methods 
now used. The most marked trends are the use of personal contact in developing 
new services and showing potential users what the service can offer, and the 
increased use of demonstrations by the state agency, including the provision of 
library service for a trial period and the use of film and television. (See also 
Creating new local service in Canada, Angus Mowat, pp. 388-398). 


5722 State District Library development west of the Mississippi, 
Bernice Wheatley. Univ. of Illinois Lib. Sch. Occ. Papers (43) October 1955, 
24 p. 

The growth of the State District Library concept in the states of New Mexico, 
Colorado, Nevada, Idaho, South Dakota, Oregon, Iowa, Texas, Oklahoma, 
and Washington. New Mexico is the only state which has made the scheme 
part of its library law. 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


5723. The university library as a capital asset, J. W. Perry. Mousaion, 1 
(6) 1955, 46-53. 


A university library with a long history cannot be radically altered—only 
developed. The importance of older material to reinforce current books is 
stressed and also the acquisition of foreign material. Wide education rather 
than too much specialisation is an asset to the university librarian. He should 
try to represent with his bookstock all shades of opinion and not just what is 
fashionable. 


5724 Aus der Praxis der Desiderienbiicher. [Reflections on the use of a 
suggestions’ book]. Hugo Alker. Z.f.B., 70 (1-2) January-February 1956, 
10-23. 


Experience at Vienna University Library since 1952, one full year since the 
re-opening of the building, are described. At first suggestion books were used 
in the professors’ reading room, in the catalogue room, and in each of the two 
divisions of the reading room. The first was abandoned because of the close 
liaison between subject librarians and teaching staff. On an average there were 
three suggestions per day, 800 per year, or about. 18% of the total acquisitions. 
9% of the suggestions were in the catalogue, 12% were already being processed, 
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5% were on order, 8% were out of print, etc., 22% were rejected as unsuitable 
or available elsewhere in Vienna, 6% concerned the management of the library. 
38% were finally ordered, approx. 400 works. The library collects all subjects 
except those for which there are separate institutes, e.g., Commerce, Veterinary 
Medicine, etc. The suggestion-book in the catalogue room deals with arts 
and natural science. Philosophy and German are the most popular subjects. 
The reading room is in two parts : one for arts and natural science, the other 
for medicine and law. The first room has 70%, students who make suggestions 
mostly for textbooks and replacements. The second is used entirely by students 
who make simple suggestions regarding the library. They manage mainly 
with the reference books on show. Suggestions from older readers are the 
most valuable. The University Library tries to provide popular scientific works 
as well as serious scholarly works. The library staff also pass on suggestions 
gathered from reviews. 


5725 Zur Lage und zum Verhiltnis der Instituts- und Hochschul- 
bibliotheken. [On the position and relationship of institute and college 
libraries]. Gisela von Busse and Hermann Tiemann. Z.f.B.u.B., 3(1) 1956 
1-29. 

On June 30th 1955 the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research 
Association) held a conference at which directors of college and institute libraries 
met representatives of the Ministries of Education of the various German Lander 
to discuss problems of policy and administration facing both types of library. 
The papers here presented in the form of a symposium are based on those dis- 
cussions. Gisela von Busse introduces the subject, and also writes on ways of 
improving lending services, especially the immediate fulfilment of loan requests, 
whilst Hermann Tiemann deals with the status and functions of college and 
institute libraries, and with methods of drawing up their respective budgets. 


5726 Papyruskonservierung in den Giessener Papyrus-Sammlungen. 
[Preservation of papyri in Giessen]. Hans Georg Gundel. Libri, 6 (1) 1955, 
49-64. Illus. Bibliog. 

A survey of the preservation of the papyri collection of the library of the 
Justus Liebig University, Giessen (formerly the University Library) during 
and since the last war and of the methods used. The library has three separate 
collections and, with its 1,367 glazed, 1,429 unglazed papyri, 574 Ostrakas, one 
wax plate, and one lead plate, is to-day the largest papyri collection in West 
Germany. Publication was well advanced when in 1944 not only the University 
Library but also the house of the editor K. Kalbfleisch was completely destroyed 
by enemy action. Records, itineraries and a very large reference collection were 
lost. In 1945-46 further serious damage was done by water to the original 
papyri when they were housed in the safe of a bank. It will be possible to 
restore most of the glazed papyri. For the unglazed ones a new method of 
preservation had to be found and the dry method is considered to be the best. 
After very difficult and tedious work 1,429 unglazed papyri were restored and 
are now accessible between 200 layers of blotting paper. 


5727 On scholarly librarians, Margaret H. Broadhead. N.Z. Libs., 18 
(10) December 1955, 246-248. 

University librarians in England carry out research work and share fully in 
the facilities and privileges accorded to the academic staff, but not in New 
Zealand, where many librarians are wasting their subject knowledge because 
their time is taken up with petty administrative details. 
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5728 East Anglian libraries. 9. Corpus Christi College, P. Hepworth. 
East Anglian Mag., 15 (6) April 1956, 316-322. Illus. 


Corpus Christi College, founded 1352, had a library of 55 vols. in 1376. 
Matthew Parker, born 1504, book-lover and scholar, became a master at his old 
college in 1544 and began to put in order the library which had grown up from 
the gifts and bequests from John Tytleshale, a master, and Thomas Markaunt, a 
don, between 1439-46, and books from Thomas Cosyn and Peter Nobys in 1508 
and later. The books were chained to lecterns. Parker collected items for his 
own library with particular attention to support his attitude in affairs of Church 
and State. He acquired about 1,300 mss. and books. A new library was built 
over the butteries and kitchen to receive Parker’s books although not all of them 
came to the College. The 433 mss., 121 of which are illuminated, are the most 
precious collection of ancient books in Cambridge. In 1579 the library was 
moved over the chapel and in 1827 an entirely new building in the New Court 
was erected. A separate undergraduate library has been completed recently. 


5729 The Polytechnic Library, London, E. R. McColvin. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 58 (5) May 1956, 173-176. 


The Polytechnic (founded 1838) was the pioneer institution of its kind and it 
has become a leading technical college. _ Its library serves five types of user— 
the teaching staff, the post-graduate and research student, the full-time student 
who is generally reading for a degree or diploma, the evening student, and 
members of the social and athletic clubs. The library of the School of Architec- 
ture, Building and Town Planning, housed in a separate building, is described. 
A final section covers the relations between industry and the Polytechnic, the 
library playing its part. 


5730 Haladas és reakcié kiizdelme a budapesti Egyetemi Kényvtar 
uj épliiete kériil. [Political struggles round the new university library 
building at Budapest]. Téth Andr4s. Magyar Kényvszemle, 71 (1-2) January- 
June 1955, 41-70. 


The construction of the new building was completed in 1876, several years 
after the end of long and painstaking litigation for possession between the library 
and the Franciscan monastery of Pest. In 1690 the Order had received the land 
in question by an act of donation of the fiscal inspector of Buda. In 1784, after 
the reduction of the forces of the Order, the land and the largest part of the 
monastery constructed in the first half of the 18th cent. were given by royal 
decree to the university library. The Franciscans made frequent attempts to 
return to their property but up to 1848 were unsuccessful. The authorities did 
not recognise the legality of their claim. In 1846 it became evident through 
the debates on the projects of the construction of the university that as far as 
public opinion was concerned, as well as that of the authorities, the property 
was considered to belong to the library. After the collapse of the war of 
independence the situation changed. At that time the Franciscans could count 
on the government for help so that they thought that the right moment had 
come to carry through their former project. Supported by the municipal 
council of Pest and by Cardinal of Esztergom they submitted an appeal according 
to which the library would have had to leave the building. But it was impossible 
to find a new building for the library and it could not be removed ; it permitted 
an ever-increasing number of readers to gain access to the books. In 1866, on 
the eve of the re-establishment of constitutional government, the library decided 
to take action against the monks and the municipal council. It sought the return 
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of the entire building for its own use. In spite of public interest and controversial 
pamphlets, the action did not succeed. After litigation lasting four years an 
impasse was reached, neither side being left in complete possession. 


5731 A kényvtari tajékoztatas médszereirél. [Aspects of reference work 
in university and research libraries]. Janos Szentmihalyi. Magyar Konyvszemle, 
72 (1) January-March 1956, 1-13. 

Before the Second World War there was very little reference work organised 
in Hungarian libraries ; an exception was the Budapest Public Library which 
started an information service before 1914. University and research libraries 
relied solely on their catalogues and as the result of readers’ enquiries built up a 
number of special catalogues. Today the demands for immediate information 
are so numerous that university libraries have had to reorganise their methods. 
Enquiries can be divided into two main types : (i) those relating to a single fact 
or piece of information and (ii) those in which a bibliography is wanted. 
Practice has shown, and examples are quoted, that either type of question can be 
successfully approached from one or more of the following directions : by date, 
by place, or by person. 


5732 A leltarozas és raktarozas uj rendje a budapesti Egyetemi 
Kényvtarban. [New system of accession and shelving in the Budapest 
University Library]. Domanovszky Akos. Magyar Kényvszemle, 71 (3) 
September 1955, 161-177. 

The bookstock of nearly 1m. volumes is shelved in 59 subject groups and 
within each in two language and three size categories. In each group the 
accession order was preserved. The aim of the recent change is to ensure 
greater protection of the stock with a minimum increase of costs. This is 
achieved by (i) the linking together and the identity of the accession-number 
and the call-number ; (ii) the strictly consistent allocation of an individual 
call-number to each volume ; (iii) a common accessions register and a call- 
number formed from a series of numbers for the different holdings, e.g. main 
stock, loan collection, duplicate stock, reference library, etc., with the exception 
of rare books and periodicals. 


5733 Le libre accés aux livres dans la bibliothéque universitaire 
[Free access to the books in the university library]. H. J. de Vleeschauwer. 
Mousaion, 1 (6) 1955, 70-87. 

In South Africa, unlike Europe, all university libraries have open access. 
Apparent advantages are greater facilities to the reader, economy in staff and 
the fact that there is no point in arranging books by a classification scheme if 
there is not open access. Younger university libraries usually adopt open 
access as a result of the influence of the public libraries but the university library 
pre-supposes readers who know what they want. Closed access helps to shelve 
books economically. To the undergraduate, open access tends to make him 
neglect the catalogues and bibliographies and gives him a wide choice of books 
which he finds bewilderi.: , when learning the methods of systematic research 
in his subject. 


5734. The Law Library of Baylor University, Charles E. Dale. Law 
Lib. J., 49 (1) February 1956, 31-33. 

Baylor University School of Law moved into new buildings in September 
1955. The library, which is situated on the second floor, is described in some 
detail. 
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5735 Buck Memorial library, Illinois Wesleyan University, Stith M. 
Cain. Illinois Libs., 38 (2) February 1956, 31-34. 


A fairly detailed account of the history, development and present position of 
this university library. 


5736 The graduate assistant program at the University of Florida, 
Robert T. Grazier. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (4) October 1955, 360-364. 


Two graduate assistantships are offered for study leading to a master’s or 
doctoral degree in a subject field other than library science, especially to librarians 
or students in library schools. The objects of the scheme are to expand the 
bibliographical service of the Reference and Bibliography Department, and to 
make a contribution to the education of librarians. The assistants work 15 hours 
per week : the stipend, for the past two years has been $1,200 for 9 months of 
service. Surveying the first four years of the operation of the scheme, the 
author thinks that these assistantships may be useful expedients for expanding 
certain services, and for providing new staff. 


5737 The new Law Library building at the University of Illinois, 
Bernita J. Davies. Law Lib. J., 49 (1) February 1956, 34-40. 


The library, opened in October 1955, occupies the greater part of the three 
floors of the west wing of the new College of Law building. It is designed on a 
16 x 24 ft. module, and has a seating capacity of 378, of whom 150 can be accom- 
modated in the Reading Room, and shelf space for 365,000 vols. Details are 
given of layout, furnishing and decoration, lighting, and ventilation and heating. 
The method used to move the books from the old building is also described. 


5738 The division of the collection between the medical and the 
general university library, Robert F. Munn. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 44 (2), 
April 1956, 99-109. Tables. 


The West Virginia University will shortly occupy a new medical faculty 
building a mile from the main campus. This will involve transferring from the 
General Library the books and periodicals required to form a Health Sciences 
Library. The Librarian was faced with the problem of effecting this division 
of the material in a manner which would be acceptable to both the medical and 
non-medical sections of the faculty and sufficiently impartial to avoid provoking 
inter-faculty disputes. Periodicals in the “peripheral” subject fields offered 
most difficulty, and the most satisfactory solution appeared to be to divide 
them according to their ranking in a citation analysis. Seven key titles were 
selected, and the 13,327 citations given in them during 1954 were analysed. 
These covered over 1,400 titles, of which only 76 exceeded the cut-off point of 
1% of citations. Moreover, two of these titles appeared in five of seven high-use 
lists ; two others in four lists, and eleven others in three lists. Of the four 
most frequently cited titles, only one was classified as “medicine”, and only 
nine of the first fifteen titles. A comparison with an earlier study (1938) shows 
a sharp decline in the use of non-English-language titles. 


5739 A circulation records system using marginal-punched cards, 
F. G. Kilgour. (In Yale Medical Library Annual Report 1954-55, New 
Haven, 1955, 8-10.) Illus. 

The basic element is a triplicate punched card of the McBee [“‘Keysort’’] 
type with inserted one-time carbons. The top slip is the charge for the volume, 
and the other two are 1st and 2nd overdue notices which are automatically 


19 








made out when the borrower fills in the charge slip. The circulation desk 
attendant then notches a hole at one end of the form corresponding to the date 
on which the volume will be due. If the borrower has not returned the volume 
by this date, the form will drop out when the file is sorted. The 1st recall 
notice (a post-card) is removéd and posted, and the form re-punched to drop 
out a week later if the book is not returned. The second notice is then posted 
in a window envelope. The Library used these forms at the rate of 36,000 per 
year at a cost of $12.75 per 1,000, the total increase in cost compared with the 
old system being $400. However, whereas overdue notices could previously 
be sent out only in vacation time, 1,419 were sent in January 1955 with no 
increase in staff ; these produced 62% response to the first recall, and 34% to 
the second, leaving only 4% requiring third notices. 


5740 A university approach to the American musical theater, Robert 
Barlow. Notes, 13 (1) December 1955, 25-32. 


Working from an extensive body of items given by the author of the article 
in 1954, Yale University (which provides for advanced study in both music 
and the theatre) is building up a collection dealing with the American musical 
theatre, to include sheet music, piano and vocal scores, recordings, programmes, 
pictures, mss. and books. The material is of value both intrinsically and as 
theatrical history. The article touches on the difficulties of cataloguing, the 
scope of the collection, and the question of obtaining material. 


5741 Research — but how much later ? Sarah Rebecca Reed. Coll. and 
Res. Libs., 16 (4) October 1955, 383-384. 


In the interests of formulating a co-ordinated library research programme the 
author suggests that an exploratory conference be convened using a series of 
working papers prepared by library committees and library schools as spring 
boards for discussions. 


5742 Library service to undergraduate college students. The 
divisional plan library, Frank A. Lundy. Coll. and Res. Libs., 17 (2) March 
1956, 143-148. 


Five fallacious assumptions are examined, found to be ridiculous and yet still 
commonly in evidence. These are: (i) that undergraduates do not count as 
regards library provision, (ii) that a college education is completed in four years, 
(iii) that the library is a warehouse of books organised for the convenience of 
the library staff, (iv) that librarians are custodians, not educators, (v) that catalogu- 
ing and reference work are in no way related. A university library planned 
on divisional lines, i.e. subject departments, has many advantages. Examples 
are to be found at the University of Colorado, Harvard U.L. (Lamont Library 
100,000 vols.) and the University of Nebraska, and shortly at the University of 
Michigan. Stacks are thrown open, many carrels are provided. The large 
reading room is divided into subject areas and thus becomes the students’ 
laboratory. There is also an unsupervised study hall for conversation, smoking, 
eating and drinking and typewriting. Subject specialist librarians give expert 
guidance and besides undertaking book selection that is more closely related to 
needs, staff are also responsible for cataloguing and classifying and thus acquire 
knowledge directly essential to reference work. Thus they are an indispensable 
part of the educational process and at Nebraska all librarians are members of 
the faculty with academic rank. 
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5743 Library service to undergraduate college students. The case 
for the separate undergraduate library, Frederick H. Wagman. Coll. and 
Res. Libs., 17 (2) March 1956, 150-155. 


Factors influencing establishment are : size of university, educational aims, 
nature of curriculum, existing library facilities, pattern of instruction, geography 
ofthe campus. The main justifications are practicality and the réle of the library 
and the librarian. Some university and college libraries have collections that 
are highly selected and closely allied to the teaching programme ; others are 
intended mainly to support the work of scholars and research staff and maintain 
the reputation of the university ; little provision is made for the undergraduate. 
Other libraries, e.g. University of Michigan, are inadequate for the number of 
undergraduates and this may affect teaching methods causing reliance on only a 
few textbooks. In the humanities and social sciences the course work should be 
planned in terms of extensive reading and the students induced to read. The 
best form of inducement is the provision of a separate undergraduate library. 
The particular difficulties that have arisen at the University of Michigan due to 
increased enrolment are described and the plans for an entirely new library for 
undergraduates are outlined. It will be attractive, offering the best books, 
exhibits, facilities for listening to music and recordings, for viewing documentary 
films and for discussion groups. It will seat 2,500 students and all books 
(100,000-150,000) will be on open shelves in sufficient copies to meet the needs 
of assignments set by teachers. The staff will be solely concerned with book 
selection, custodial and reference services. 


5744 Library service to undergraduate college students. Under- 
graduates do not necessarily require a special facility, William S. Dix. 
Coll. and Res. Libs., 17 (2) March 1956, 148-150. 


The librarian of Princeton University Library (1}m. vols. and serving 2,900 
undergraduates) argues that students can educate themselves better by working 
with a large collection—up to 14m. vols.—in which they apply the methods of 
research and receive guidance from mature scholars. The divisional library is 
only suitable for graduates in order that ‘‘the scholar shall know more and more 
about less and less”’. 


5745 The library self-survey, John H. Russel. Coll. and Res. Libs., 17 (2) 
March 1956, 127-131. 


The first planned survey of a college library was made in 1908. The aims 
are : to discover the effectiveness of the library as an integral part of the total 
educational institution ; to give an assurance to the faculty and staff that the 
major objectives are being realized ; to give a sound basis for public relations ; 
and to cause the staff to give serious thought to the reasons for the existence of 
the library. The latter have been defined as : (i) to furnish the books required 
for collateral reading and for voluntary reading and to promote their use ; 
(ii) to provide a comprehensive selection of authoritative books covering all 
fields of knowledge and to make their content easily accessible ; (iii) to train 
students in the use of library materials. A check should be made of library 
holdings against lists of basic holdings prepared by subject experts. Study 
should be made of the materials actually used by students and of the opinions 
of the library expressed by students. Members of the faculty can be asked to 
report on the effectiveness of the library and also on their observations of the 
use students make of materials. 
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5746 College librarians and recruiting, John F. Harvey. Coll. and Res, 
Libs., 16 (4) October 1955, 368-369. 


College librarians are in a good position to recruit because they work with 
student assistants (the most promising recruits), because they can identify students 
interested in reading, and because college libraries are larger, more interesting, 
and more impressive than others. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


5747 On the outside looking in, Lucy O. Lewton. Spec. Libs., 47 (2) 
February 1956, 74-79. 


The librarian in charge of a special library should be classed as a professional 
and made responsible to a top level technical manager. He should also be 
informed on all current research programmes. Management interference on 
matters of library routine should not be allowed to waste the librarian’s time 
and he should be responsible for all book purchases. Research workers can 
help the librarian by submitting only specific, well-defined questions ; the 
librarian in his turn can help by abandoning cumbersome or unnecessary library 
rules which will save clerical or research time. As well as serving the research 
group the library can be helpful to the management side by collecting material 
useful to it. 


5748 Books in the desert, Alfred A. Beltran. Lib. J., 81 (5) March 1 1956, 
585-589. Illus. 

The Arabian American Oil Company (Armco) covers about 400,000 sq. 
miles of Saudi Arabia. The company has provided 33 libraries in these 
categories : (i) technical and reference ; (ii) training and school ; (iii) recreational. 
The technical and reference libraries are in the process of being centralised in 
Dhakran. A considerable amount of the processing of material is done at the 
library in New York. These libraries include medical and law libraries. Saudis 
comprise over 60% of the company’s employees and their educational needs 
are great so that considerable importance is placed on the training and 
recreational libraries. 


5749 New look in manual methods, Robert W. Gibson and Ben-Ami 
Lipetz. Spec. Libs., 47 (3) March 1956, 106-113. 

In the Battelle Memorial Institute Titanium Research Center information 
material is filed in the form of extracts on 5 in. by 3 in. cards prepared jointly 
by the engineers and the information specialists. On these extracts all key words, 
names and organisations are underlined and copies of the card made for each 
underlining. Each card in a set has a different word additionally underlined 
in red and the cards are then filed by these words. Multiple files are maintained 
— by authors, by subjects (key word file), by organisations, etc., and an extract 
will appear on as many files and as many times as the underlinings in the entry, 
thus eliminating the need for cross-references. The flexibility of the method 
makes it easy to break down large unwieldy sections and to vary arrangements 
according to research requirements. Contrary to expectation the system 
becomes easier to use as it grows. 
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5750 Les bibliothéques pour aveugles. [Libraries for the blind]. Mme. 
Mahout. Bull. Bib. Fr., 1 (1) January 1956, 27-37. 


Since 1771 concern has been shown over the education of the blind, and 
research still continues. In France books in Braille and on records are loaned 
through two Parisian libraries. The Bibliothéque Braille (f. 1886) covers 
general subjects, technical manuals and music, while the Bibliothéque de l'Union 
des aveugles de guerre (f. 1919) is mainly recreational and its loans are entirely 
postal. Provincial towns, notably Toulouse, have small Braille collections, 
but Paris provides the main service. In America, the Library of Congress 
Division for the Blind runs a centralised service through 28 regional libraries ; 
it also provides children’s books. The National Institute for the Blind in Great 
Britain transcribes books for the National Library for the Blind which loans 
books, records, periodicals and music free'in Great Britain and abroad. Russia 
has a network of regional libraries with Braille collections, and mobile libraries 
visit distant borrowers. 


5751 Documentation in three special libraries of Canada, Edna F. Hunt. 
Can. Lib. Assn., Occ. Paper, (7) 1955, 11-18. 


Librarians are faced with the increasing quantity of scientific-technical report 
literature. Problems discussed include : (i) source of availability, i.e. absence 
of bibliographies ; (ii) materials classified as confidential or secret ; (iii) in 
cataloguing, the difficulties of deciding on authorship and the choice of subject 
headings. For the latter, existing subject headings’ lists are soon out of date, or 
else none exist. Details are given of the collections and their management at 
the National Research Council, Defence Research Board, and Aluminium 
Laboratories Ltd., Kingston, Ontario. The librarian may be required to write, 
or assist in the writing of, reports, make copies, prepare abstracts, and make 
copies of catalogue entries for general distribution. Canada needs: (i) a 
system of training for documentation work as part of the post-graduate pro- 
gramme of library schools ; (ii) a national organisation in each subject field to 
work with similar organisations in other countries on the problems of report 
literature ; (iii) a Canadian documentation organisation within the Canadian 
Library Association. 


5752 Problems in establishing a dental library, Alderson Fry. Bull Med. 
Lib. Assn., 44 (1) January 1956, 30-33. 


The author has established three dental libraries, and here discusses in a light- 
hearted fashion some of the practical problems which will be encountered by 
anyone building up a new research library. 


5753 Parantava kirja. [The book as a remedy]. Sirkka-Liisa Meri. 
Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 13-15. 


Experience gained in library work with patients are described. Most of the 
patients are unaccustomed readers, but the librarians’ efforts in bibliotherapy 
have resulted in stimulating interest in reading. It has been easier to create 
confidential relationships with patients in the hospital than with library users. 
Different types of books suitable for patients are discussed, and especially works 
prometing intellectual development are recommended. 
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5754 Co-operation with hospital libraries, Helen Yast. Illinois Libs., 38 
(2) February 1956, 35-37. 


A short article on how hospital librarians can co-operate with other libraries 
to obtain material which they themselves do not possess ; included is a brief list 
of special libraries in the field. © 


5755 Housing Library — Special and Public, Karl A. Baer. Lib. J., 81 
(9) May 1 1956, 1107-1109. Illus. 


The Library of the National Association of Home Builders and the National 
Housing Centre, in Washington, D.C. has as its main objective to give the 
general public an understanding of the activities of the home building industry 
of America. It also serves the staff and members of the Association. A monthly 
library bulletin is sent to the entire staff. They also receive personal notices of 
new books and periodical articles likely to be of interest to them. Information 
is gathered for the Association magazine Correlator. Bibliographies are compiled 
for members. The Library staff is encouraged to take an interest in professional 
activities and to write for professional journals. There is a special section of 
children’s books to interest children whilst their parents are using the library. 
Special exhibits are planned to attract the attention of would-be home buyers. 
Pertinent films have been shown. A German language interview with the 
librarian has been broadcast by the Voice of America. 


5756 Literature in hydraulics research, T. W. H. Buckley. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 58 (3) March 1956, 98-99. Bibliog. 


The Hydraulics Research Station—one of the DSIR’s 14 research organisations 
—came into being in 1947. It specializes in coastal engineering and the silting 
and erosion of rivers and estuaries. The library has a stock of some 2,000 volumes 
and regularly takes over 200 periodicals. A comprehensive card index, based 
on UDC, is described. 


5757 Subject classification in law libraries : a survey — 1955, Charlotte 
Jennett. Law Lib. J., 49 (1) February 1956, 17-20. 


150 law school libraries in the U.S.A. and Canada were circulated with a view 
to discovering whether any of a select list of systems of law classification were 
favoured more than others. Of the 110 libraries replying, 44 use no classifica- 
tion, 19 use adaptations or combinations of existing classifications, and 18 use 
their own systems. Of the schemes listed (including adaptations), Hicks is used 
by 16, Dewey by 9, Schiller by 8, the Wire-Cutter combination by 5, Library 
of Congress class K by 5 (4 of them using the Tentative version), Dabagh by 3, 
Ohio State University Law Library Classification by 2, Ray by 2, Benyon by 2, 
and 3 by no library at all. 


5758 The Library of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London, 
Elizabeth M. Moys. Law Lib. J., 49 (1) February 1956, 23-30. 


The Library, which is housed in the Institute’s quarters, and has become since 
its foundation in 1947 very constricted for space, now numbers 43,000 vols., 
has an annual intake of 5,000 vols., and takes 650 current serials. The original 
nucleus of 5,000 vols. has been developed by a carefully prepared acquisition 
policy, formulated in co-operation with other law libraries in London ;_ its 
holdings of Commonwealth and American law are especially strong. The 
subject classification is a home-made one ; there are separate name and alpha- 
betical subject catalogues. The library is believed to be the only one in Britain 
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to use the Library of Congress card service. Although books are generally 
confined to the library, the Institute co-operates extensively with other libraries. 
Other sections of the article deal with the staff, services to readers, bibliographical 
publications issued by the library, and the processing of books. 


5759 Om referencearbejde. [On reference work]. Arne Glud. Bogens 
Verden, 38 (3) May 1956, 117-126. 

During the past six years the library of the Copenhagen Lighting Service has 
made experiments to find out if it is possible to lay down some general directions 
for reference work which will be useful in answering enquiries. The work 
entailed the classification and analysis of all enquiries. The analysis, although 
it did not lead to any directions for the work, is most important in leading to 
the proper material for answering an enquiry. Reference material has been 
classified not only according to UDC but also by another system which 
corresponds with the one used for the analysis and thus indicates the order in 
which reference material is to be used. The experiments have bearing only on 
work at this particular library. 


5760 The map information office, J. O. Kilmartin. Coll. and Res. Libs., 
17 (2) March 1956, 132-134, 155. 


The chief of the Information Office, U.S. Geological Survey, gives a survey 
of the mapping of the U.S.A., its territories and possessions within the past 
century, and describes the work of the three specialized units of the Map In- 
formation Office, ie. the Topographic Maps Unit, the Aerial Photography 
Unit, and the Geodetic Control Unit. A few of the requests received are 
quoted, including one for a map showing all the unknown deposits of uranium! 


5761 Medical library co-operation in Melbourne, Australia. The 
Central Medical Library Organization, A.J. Brown. Bull Med. Lib. Assn., 
44 (2), April 1956, 110-114. References. 


Medical libraries in Melbourne comprise the Medical School Library (founded 
about 1862), the Medical Society of Victoria (1852), the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons (1926), and those of medical research institutions and 
hospitals. The total stock of all these is numerically less than that of the Royal 
Society of Medicine in London, and there was a general shortage of historical 
texts and early runs of 19th century journals, together with an inadequate 
provision of current periodicals (allied with much duplication) : a similar 
situation in the other states limited the value of interstate loans. Informal 
attempts in 1950 to combat these difficulties were superseded in 1953 by the 
officially-promoted Organization with 18 members. The University made a 
grant of A300, and other members contributed A£25 each for an initial 
period of 18 months. The programme included (i) a Union-list of periodicals, 
(ii) a central periodical exchange in the University, (iii) the consolidation of 
periodical files, (iv) co-operative acquisition of periodicals, and (v) the centraliza- 
tion of interstate and overseas loan requests. Progress has been made with 
items (i, ii, iv and (to a limited extent) with iii). A union catalogue of books 
published since 1950, and the organisation of a Book Exchange are also in hand. 
Present membership is 14, despite the heavy fee of A50, which with the 
financial and other assistance of the University has made the employment of a 
full-time Exchange Assistant possible. Future aims are to improve standards 
of library service, the inauguration of ‘‘a medical Farmington Plan”, and 
ultimately an inter-library centre. 
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5762 The work of the British Council medical library and its relation 
to other activities of the Council, Hilda M. Clark. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 
44 (2) April 1956, 115-120. 


The British Council exists to promote knowledge of the British way of life 
abroad, and to develop cultural relations with other countries. Aspects of these 
contacts dealing with medicine are handled by the Medical Department, which 
organises reciprocal study visits, publishes the British Medical Bulletin and the 
British Medical Book List and maintains a medical library. This is staffed by two 
medical librarians, with a part-time colleague, and secretarial help. It stocks a 
comprehensive collection of new British medical books, pamphlets, and 
periodicals. These are not lent, since they serve as a reference collection for the 
Medical Department, and are also being continually examined by overseas 
visitors when selecting books for their libraries. Many visitors have on-the-spot 
enquiries which can be answered from a detailed index to British medical literature 
compiled by the library. The index also helps considerably with enquiries sent 
by the Council’s offices abroad, which may relate to anything in the field of 
medicine or social welfare ; bibliographies and reprints are often sent in reply 
to these, and books made available at a local office. A medical news service 
for overseas representatives is also operated. The duties of the staff of the library 
are arranged so that they participate in all its principal activities, rather than 
specialise in particular aspects of them. 


5763 Medical library literature, 1954, Geoffrey R. Pendrill. Bull. Med. 
Lib. Assn., 44 (2) April 1956, 160-174. 


A bibliography of articles and books pertaining to medical librarianship 
published during 1954, arranged under broad subject headings, and including 
references to abstracts of articles and reviews of books. [An earlier compilation 
covering 1950-52 appeared in Proceedings of the First International Congress on 
Medical Librarianship, Libri, 3 1954}. 


5764 Hospital nursing school libraries, Pauline M. Vaillancourt. Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., 44 (2) April 1956, 121-124. 


The first American nursing schools were founded in 1873, and literature 
written specially for nurses appeared soon after, although it was 1900 before the 
first American Journal of Nursing appeared. Nursing school libraries grew 
slowly : in 1905, only 100 out of 234 schools had libraries, 47 of these having 
been established since 1900. All schools now have libraries, usually with at 
least one full-time qualified librarian and conforming to published standards of 
service. Students generally number about 200, and the collection about 2,000 
volumes, depending on the amount of staff research done, the services offered, 
and the acquisition policy as regards duplicate copies, runs of journals, etc. The 
collection should include basic general reference works, books on all aspects of 
nursing, some fundamental medical texts and reference materials in the biological 
and physical sciences, humanities, social sciences, hospital administration, and 
allied professional subjects. The journal collection should include not only as 
complete files as possible of nursing periodicals, but also others on the subjects 
listed above, and on the major medical specialties. Books and periodicals of a 
general nature are often provided for recreational reading, and most libraries 
maintain files of pamphlets, etc., while some house audio-visual materials. 
Some also have departmental and ward libraries, supervised by the librarian. 
It is customary for the librarian to be a faculty member, and to participate in 
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certain official and social activities ; she may also instruct students in the use of 
library materials, and assist in selecting and marking bibliographical assignments. 
A few libraries in hospitals are combined with medical libraries, and this trend 
may continue. 


5765 Svenska sjémansbiblioteket 25 ar. [25th anniversary of the Swedish 
Merchant Marine Library]. Gunnar Hesslén. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (5) 1956, 
266-267. 

In 1880 the Women’s Society of Gothenburg began to lend books to ships of 
the merchant fleet. In Stockholm there was a similar organisation providing 
books to ships sailing in the Baltic Sea. Not until 1930 did the Swedish parlia- 
ment pass a bill granting 10,000 Swedish crowns annually to a merchant marine 
library, which was started in 1931. Since 1934 it has had its quarters in the 
Public Library of Gothenburg, Sweden’s largest sea port. 


5766 Librarians take stock: scientific and technical libraries, Hazel 
Mews. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (3) January 1956, 89-96. 


A survey of those libraries of special interest to industrialists and which contain 
publications on pure science and on specifically technical material. Some 
details of the differing types are given with an outline of developments, regional, 
central and post-war. Facilities such as microfilm, periodical holdings, trans- 
lation services, patents, and standards with their guides and bibliographies are 
examined. While the coverage is not yet adequate it is growing and given 
the same financial support as before, the librarians will continue to make good 
the deficiencies and continue the developing process. 


5767 Bibliotektjeneste — av “vare” vi bor selge ? [Library service — 
should we sell it 2] Per Bjornstad. Tid. f. dok., 12 (1-2) 1956, 7-9. 


The author mentions very briefly some surveys prepared after the Second 
World War. He stresses a point which these surveys seem to make clear, 
namely, that many people in applied science and industry are uninformed about 
the services obtainable in technical libraries. He points out that they must 
represent a very large figure of technically educated people in Scandinavia. 
The author concludes by saying that it is therefore the duty of library adminis- 
trators to change their “‘advertising” policy. 


5768 Scientific-technical libraries in the service of technical progress, 
V. G. Sakharov. Bibliotekar’ (USSR), (1) January 1956, 1-7. 


A critical survey of the 10,000 special libraries which serve industry; they 
have more than 50m. books and 3m. readers. (Key to ministry libraries discussed : 
C, central ; MAI, automobile industries ; MBM, building materials ; MCI, 
chemical industry ; MCT, coal industries ; MCW, constructional works for 
industrial chemistry and metallurgy ; MEP, electric power stations ; MFM, 
ferrous metals ; MHE, higher education ; MHM, heavy machinery ; MME, 
mechanical engineering and instrument making ; MMT, machine tools ; 
MOI, oil industries; MNF, non-ferrous metals; MRI, radiotechnical 
industries ; MRT, railway transport; MWC, ways of communication). 
The most efficient is the MCWC, with its 325,000 books and journals (of which 
119,000 are foreign) and 8,000 readers (half from other departments) and inter- 
library loans from 340 organisations : for years it has published a monthly 
annotated bulletin, a bi-monthly index of recommendations, an annual biblio- 
graphy and six journals ; it serves also repair-shops, architects’ offices, oil 
businesses and heavy industry. The MHE has 34m. books and journals (1,355 


24 








from 28 foreign countries and 350 from Russia), but its issues in 1946 were 14m., 
in 1954 720,000 and in the first half of 1955 only 180,000. The Central poly- 
technic has 2m. items (450 foreign journals and ali the Russian scientific and 
technical journals). MRT has 15m. in 970 libraries, MFM 5m. in 350, MCI 
5m., MNFC 105,000 (198 foreign journals) with a staff of 23 and an issue in 
1954 of 37,000; MMEC with 173,000 (including foreign journals) had an 
issue of 3,422 in 7 months of 1955, MBMC 2,760 (930 foreign) in the same 
period, MCIC averaged 262 readers in 1955 and MRIC 221 and MFMC 580 
(it has a staff of 23, but many ministries cater only for their own readers). Indexes 
and lists are not issued at all by MME, MMT, MRI, MEP and MBM, while 
MNF indexes only 120 out of 198 foreign journals, MWC 149 out of 245, 
MOI 117 out of 218; but then MWC has 927 technical libraries and only 
distributes 400 copies of its bulletin, MFM 350 and only 150 copies — of course 
the mass libraries get none : the big MHE takes 1,365 foreign journals, but in 
1955 gave only 4,760 annotations without any plan or co-operation, and trans- 
lations are in an even worse state. Leadership of the technical libraries could be 
with the Lenin library and the Academy of sciences library and the Saltykov- 
Shchedrin, and indeed until 1941 was with the Government scientific library ; 
but, though MWC, MOI and MNF have organised their central libraries, 
MCI, MAI, MME, MMT and others have not been interested enough. Staff 
has been badly selected and is without sufficient experience, out of 1,300 staff in 
MRT 411 have no secondary education, neither have 73 in MNF out of 275, 
and technical education is very rare (only one in MHE out of 17). Staff suffers 
sudden severe reductions, MNFC from 50 to 24, MHM 10% in 1951 and 40% 
in 1953 and 30% in 1954 and 10% in 1955 although the number of readers 
doubled. The Ministry of Culture ought to review the staffing conditions of 
all the ministries’ libraries (MFMC has 70,000 books and 36 staff while MME 
has 400,000 and 7 staff). Qualifications are encouraged in some ministries (for 
instance, correspondence courses), and that side should be looked into by the 
Ministry of Higher Education. Accessibility of bookstock is not perfect ; the 
Central Polytechnic has transferred to a new building and a considerable part 
of the books are still piled up ; MCT recently has been transferred twelve times 
and closed for a lengthy period each time. 


5769 Attendance and use of the Science Library at M.I.T., G. C. Bush, 
and others. Amer. Doc., 7 (2) April 1956, 87-109. 


This is an interim report on continuing studies of library operation at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology being made by the Institute’s Operations 
Research Project in co-operation with the Science Library staff, based on actual 
observations of the use made of the library. Various statistics measuring the 
kind, degree and intensity of use are tabulated, and some suggested measures of 
the library’s effectiveness are given. It is stated that a unique feature of the 
survey has been the construction and verification of a mathematical model 
employing probability theory to measure rate and kind of use of library material 
together with length of stay of library patrons. The object of the studies is to 
further the goal of effective library management and planning. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


5770 The Technical Information Bureau of the British Ministry of 
Supply, A. H. Holloway. Spec. Libs., 47 (2) February 1956, 62-66. 


The Technical Information Bureau has the task of obtaining reports of un- 
published technical information, both from Ministry and non-Ministry sources, 
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cataloguing, indexing and announcing them and supplying them to authorised 
users. It is also the sole source from which overseas users may obtain Ministry 
of Supply reports and is the collecting agency for external reports. All reports 
are abstracted and indexed under subject, title and author. For the most part 
UDC is used. The Bureau has no reproduction facilities and depends upon the 
limited resources of a central photocopying agency. Microfilms, microcards 
and microfiches are used, the latter being found the most valuable. It publishes 
the Index Aeronauticus which is not yet on public sale, and runs a translating 
section. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES : General surveys 


5771 Developing public libraries in Asia, Frank M. Gardner. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 58 (5) May 1956, 177-179. 


The Unesco Seminar on Public Library Development in Asia opened in New 
Delhi on October 6th, 1955. It attracted representatives from many countries, 
countries in various stages of development. Three reports were finally produced, 
the Group 1 report covering the development of national library services. The 
implementing of this practical task in Asia is important and calls for our active 
assistance rather than the mere expression of goodwill. 


5772 Pilot public library, Medellin, Colombia. Lib. J., 81 (5) March 1 
1956, 595-599. Illus. 


This pilot library is a project conducted jointly by Unesco and the Government 
of Colombia. It was begun on 24th Oct. 1954. Medellin is a highly indus- 
trialised city with five universities. Rural immigrants form an illiteracy problem. 
Initially “simpler” books were bought but later books of a higher cultural 
standard were bought. An intensive publicity campaign was undertaken 
through the media of press, posters, cinema, and theatre. The Unesco film 
Road to books was shown several times. Visits to manufacturing plants for the 
purpose of enrolling new readers resulted in an increase of workmen readers 
from 8% to 13% in a single month. A similar campaign was carried out in the 
schools. Regular radio programmes are conducted by the library. There is a 
record library with a high fidelity recording machine. Cultural activities 
include exhibitions, lectures, discussion and study groups. A travelling library 
is on order and small collections of books are lodged in district centres. 


5773 Stifts- och landsbiblioteket i Vasteras. [The new County Library 
of Vasteras]. Helga Lindsten. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (5) 1956, 268-274. Plans. 
Photos. 

In 1918 the first proposition was submitted to enlarge the old diocese libraries 
to serve as links between the public libraries and the university libraries in Sweden. 
In 1924 a committee of experts recommended the establishment of a number 
[four] of diocese and county libraries. In 1926 the first library of this kind was 
created at Linképing, but not until 1952 at Vasteras. In 1956 this library was 
opened to the public in a new building, designed by a well-known Swedish 
architect.and decorated by several prominent Swedish artists. The cost of the 
building was approximately 3,250,000 Swedish crowns [ £225,000]. The hold- 
ings of the library have come from the old diocese library, the city public library, 
the county pedagogical library, the Workers’ Educational Society, and several 
private libraries. At the beginning of 1956 there were 145,000 books, in addition 
to which there are dissertations, government documents, newspapers, old music, 
incunables, manuscripts, engravings, and books for the blind. 
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5774 Are talents wasted ? The general and the public librarian, J. 
Archer Eggen. Learned “fish” or clerical “fowl”, Paul N. Frame and 
Florence K. Frame. Lib. J., 81 (4) February 15 1956, 483-487. Illus. Bibliog. 

The first article points out that there are 7,562 libraries in the U.S. which 
have an annual income of less than $25,000 ; and also that 95% of positions 
available have a salary ceiling of $7,500. It is maintained that on this basis 
“top-flight administrators” will not be attracted to the service. It is suggested 
that a number of small libraries, whilst maintaining their autonomy, each pay a 
retaining fee to one administrator, thus creating top-flight posts and releasing 
fully qualified librarians from routine and non-professional duties. The second 
article cites a number of criticisms of librarians, most of which maintain that the 
librarian is too much occupied with techniques and tends to ignore his main 
task—the reading of books. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES: Policy and practice 


5775 De Stadsbibliotheek van Ostende. [The municipal library of 
Ostend]. F. Edebau. Bibliotheekgids, 32 (1) January-February 1956, 6-9. 
Photos. 

A short description. 


5776 Die Amerika-Gedenkbibliothek als Idee und Erfahrung. 
[American Memorial Library in theory and practice]. Fritz Moser. B.u.Bild., 
8 (5) May 1956, 141-152. 9 photos. 

(See LSA 5467-68). The chief librarian of the American Memorial Library 
in Berlin gives a theoretical and practical account of the achievements of the 
14 years since its foundation. Topics discussed include : (i) the democratic 
ideal of the public library ; (ii) departmentalization ; (iii) readers’ advisory 
service ; (iv) youth up to 19 years ; (v) broad classification in the adult depart- 
ment ; (vi) special departments with union catalogue ; (vii) “live” stock versus 
depository ; (viii) statistics : general literature 62.4%; documentation 37.6% ; 
children up to 14 = 14.8%; adolescents up to 19 = 19.7% ; adults 65.5% 
of the readers. Total number of readers 56,181; total issue in first year .69m. == 
23%, of the total issue of the whole West Berlin Public Libraries ; (ix) technical 
processes. (This issue also contains an article by G. Sichelschmidt (pp. 169-171) 
on the charging system which has graduated from the ledger method to 
punched cards in one move. There is also an example of a bibliography on 
Berlin (pp. 153-156) prepared by the Readers’ Advisory service). 


5777 Die Offentlichen Biichereien ins Gesprach bringen’. [Bring the 
public libraries into the conservation !] Heinz Steinberg. Berichte und Infor- 
mationen des Osterreichischen Forschungsinstituts fiir Wirtschaft und Politik, 11 
(507) 6 April 1956, 13-14. 

Public libraries are not so well developed in Germany as in England, America 
and Scandinavia. The success of the Amerika Gedenkbibliothek in Berlin 
shows how much such libraries are wanted. The situation in small towns and 
rural areas is even worse than in the large towns. Gliicksburg, under Danish 
influence, sets an example, which could be followed by other towns in Germany, 
by having issues equal to eight volumes per year per head of the population. 
Librarians must bring their cause to the notice of the public. They have 
argued enough about the theoretical problems of book selection and provision. 
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5778 A German mobile library, Stephanie Syrett. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (1) 
January 1956, 12-13. Photo. 


(See LSA 3427). Describes a mobile library put into operation at Augsburg 
in October 1953, to supplement the services provided by the Volksbiicherei. 


5779 A tropical regional library, Kenneth Middlemast and Kenneth Scott. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (1) January 1956, 9-11. Photo. 

A description is given of the Sekondi Regional Library of the Gold Coast 
Library Board, which was opened on 8th July 1955. The library, built on the 
“open plan”, has a number of interesting architectural features. 


5780 Utflykt i engelsk biblioteksvarld. [Excursion to British public 
libraries]. Gretna Renborg. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (3) 1956, 154-156. Photos. 


The author spent four weeks visiting four different county libraries under the 
auspices of the Scandinavian Exchange Program in the summer of 1955. The 
libraries described are those of Surrey, Kent, Isle of Wight, and Somerset, the 
former two representing large, densely populated areas, while the latter two 
are rural districts with scarce population. Bookmobile service, including costs 
and planning of such service, was the’ object of special attention. The hos- 
pitality of British librarians is gratefully acknowledged. 


5781 A tudomanyos kényvtérak olvasészolgalatanak néhany 
kérdéserél. [The problems of technical library services in Hungary]. 
Szentmihdlyi Janos and Térék Balint. Magyar Konyvszemle, 71 (1-2) January- 
June 1955, 29-39. 


The public library service has to be increased to take a larger share of general 
enquiries in order to leave the special library to concentrate on complex requests. 
The supply of books and periodicals for students at universities and colleges 
should be decentralised to the class and faculty level. Failing this, university 
and college libraries will have to be enlarged and strengthened. Generally the 
bibliographical and cataloguing services must be expanded, modernised and 
kept up to date to fulfil ever-increasing demands. Librarians must be trained 
as subject specialists. 


5782 Ett ar i Rattvik. [One year at Rattvik]. Sixten Dalsjé. Biblioteksbladet, 
41 (4) 1956, 218-220. Photos. 


Since 1954 Rattvik, a Dalecarlian community of 8,500 inhabitants, is the owner 
of one of the finest rural libraries in Sweden. It occupies 2,340 square feet of a 
new building owned by the local chapter of the IOGT, where there is also a 
cinema and several club rooms. Circulation was trebled in 1955, and the 
children’s department opened in October of 1955 will give further increase. 
The library had about 6,000 books on January 1, 1956, and an annual budget of 
48,500 Swedish crowns (£3,345). 


5783 Ett ar vid Detroit public library. [One year at the Detroit public 
library]. Anne-Marie Melander. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (2) 1956, 87-90. 


Since it started in 1865, the Detroit public library has been developed into one 
of the most modern public libraries of the United States. The branches have 
been planned to permit conversion into shops, or to similar use, in case population 
changes might lead to marked circulation decline. 700 persons, including 300 
graduated librarians, are employed. All positions are graded, and advancement 
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is based on professional ability. New members of the staff of librarians go 
through a trial period of two years before being permanently employed. The 
first six months are devoted to a special training programme along with the 
regular library work. The author was placed in the children’s department of 
the Abraham Lincoln branch. The circulation room serves adults and children 
simultaneously. Such “family”? arrangements have proved very successful. 
Other features are : modern charging system, readers’ interest, close-co-operation 
with schools and parents. 


5784 Att salja lasning. [How to sell good reading]. Erik Elinder. Biblio- 
teksbladet, 41 (5) 1956, 277-280. 

The author of this article is in the advertising business and gives some hints on 
library advertising. In the past libraries were passive social institutions, meant 
for those who could not afford to buy books of their own. Active methods of 
“selling” the art of reading good books should be employed also by libraries, 
preferably through concerted action. A nationwide investigation into the 
reading and library habits of the Swedish people needs to be made. Leaflets, 
posters, display windows, newspaper advertisements and articles, exhibits in 
co-operation with local museums, associations and merchants are recommended. 


5785 Co-operation between two radio stations and two public 
libraries, Charles D. Kent and Winnifred Reed. Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 12 (6) 
June 1956, 235. 


For two years two Ontario public libraries, at London and St. Thomas, have 
co-operated with the local radio stations in a series of ‘spot’ announcements to a 
listening public of over 500,000. The ‘spots’ are adaptations of those used by 
the A.L.A. and are used as continuity on non-sponsored shows. The actual 
effect of these programmes cannot be measured but it is hoped that this local 
effort may become regional and national. 


5786 Library finance. I. Municipal finance and the library estimates, 
H. H. M. Cuthbert. II. The library budget : its use and abuse, Norman 
Tomlinson. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (3) March 1956, 92-97. 


I. Some of the principles and problems of making available public funds for 
the municipal library service are discussed by a Chairman of both Finance and 
Library Committees. II. The administration of the library’s funds, with 
particular reference to expenditure on books, is dealt with. Topics include the 
traveller-system of book purchasing, second-hand buying, the case against the 
news-room, and loan charges. 


5787 Keeping up with “The Changing World”, H. A. Prescott. (In 
Report of the proceedings of the 22nd Conference of Library Authorities in 
Wales and Monmouthshire, May 1955, 9-14). 


Notes improvements in Welsh library services in recent years but finds that 
there has been little development in extension work. Libraries must accept 
and make full use of all the forms in which ideas are recorded. Gramophone 
record collections are only one form and will be followed by recordings of poetry 
and drama, sound films, and microfilms to supplement, not replace, the printed 
word. New methods of communication, such as the teletypewriter and tele- 
vision, must be studied and applied to library methods, as also must improved 
methods for recording loans, e.g. photocharging. Radio and television pro- 
grammes about books and libraries are urgently needed, while new library 
buildings require facilities to house and use these new media of communication. 
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5788 Some administrative aspects of book provision, Lionel R. 
McColvin. Librarian, 45 (2) February 1956, 21-29. 

‘Book rejection’ has replaced ‘book selection’ as the way to provide a library 
service with books. Librarians should not choose between two or more useful 
books on a subject but should buy them all, rejecting only the worthless books 
and those that readers can reasonably obtain elsewhere. Each library system 
should be comprehensive in its stock and consequently small independent units 
of service should not exist. The article continues with a fairly detailed account 
of book selection policy and methods in use at Westminster Public Libraries. 


5789 Book selection for cultural value, Ella Milloy. Ontario Lib. Rev., 
40 (1) February 1956, 43-45. 

It is a mistake to underestimate the cultural standard of library readers : 
really good books often circulate surprisingly well. In philosophy, texts as well 
as introductions should be provided. Fiction is the most difficult to select froma 
cultural standpoint, as well as the most important ; the public’s taste in poetry 
is also hard to forecast. Art books and beautiful books of all types have cultural 
value. 


5790 Special problems of book selection in a small library, Mrs. 
Frances Thomson. Ontario Lib. Rev., 40 (1) February 1956, 45-47. 

The limited budget is the chief bogey. The librarians of many small libraries 
have to buy books without seeing them first—a great handicap, since illustrations 
and actual book production are so important ; reviews and book-salesmen 
provide only a partial solution. Sometimes the librarian has far less respon- 
sibility for selection than the book committee. Children’s books present fewer 
problems : discrimination must be used, but usually the librarian can afford to 
spend more time deciding than with adult books. It is always difficult to keep 
periodicals’ expenditure down to a reasonable level without cutting out im- 
portant titles. Personal relationships in a small community can bring their own 
problems. 


5791 The public provision of light literature, P. G. New. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 57 (4) April 1955, 149-153. References. 

A summary of the case for and against the provision of light literature as shown 
in recent articles (See LSA 1181, 1442-1443, 1906, 3227, 3435, 3438, 4587, 4588). 
The writer advocates the exclusion of light literature to the point where a public 
library can bé said to contain only books suitable for any member of the com- 
munity, for information, cultural enrichment. or recreation. (Correspondence 
on this subject appeared in the Lib. Assn. Rec., 57, 1955, 236-237, 277-278, 326-327, 
361-363). 


5792 Techniques of the future with special reference to issue methods, 
E. W. Padwick. (In Looking ahead. Library Association. London and Home 
Counties Branch Conf. Papers, May 1956, 11-18). Reference. 

Is it of the utmost importance to be able to reserve requested titles, to locate any 
book in circulation, to discover the use made of the bookstock, and to send 
reminders for overdue books ? Examines the theories and practices of attempts 
to find an ideal circulation system. Browne, Dickman, Photocharging, Punched 
Card, Audiocharging and Token charging systems are briefly described and each 
is shown to meet certain criteria but not others, and the search continues. 
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5793 Progress report on the Westminster token system, L. R. 
McColvin. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (1) January 1956, 14-16. 


(See LSA 3851). After a year’s experiment, the token charging system has 
been proved to ease the work at the “in-counter”, to give a speedier and more 
efficient service and to allow the staff to do their real work better. Some 
difficulties still await solution. 


5794 Durrington Branch Library system, D. E.Wick. Wessex Bookman, 
4 (3-4) Summer-Winter 1955, 13. 

A brief description of a token charging system used for adult fiction in a small 
library issuing 2,000 books a week, 55% being fiction. 


5795 Selective token charging, John Dent. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (4) April 
1956, 138-140. 

A system of selective token-charging was introduced into the Epsom and 
Ewell Public libraries in December, 1955. It is applied to the normal run of 
fiction loans. The experiment is to be given one year’s trial and a report will 
then be presented to the Surrey County Council. 


5796 Wandsworth’s experiment with photocharging: a second 
report, E. V. Corbett. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (4) April 1956, 135-138. 


(See LSA 5231). Photocharging has been tried out on an experimental basis 
at Wandsworth Central Library for a period of nine months, and the progress 
report is a favourable one. A new method—the holding of the top right-hand 
corner of the flyleaf of the book under the camera—substantially reduces the 
average time taken to charge books. A simpler and cheaper machine is needed, 
but the market at present is not sufficiently large to interest manufacturers. 


5797 The theory of library display, R. S. Walker. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (1) 
January 1956, 1-6. 

Book display, so far from being a routine matter, is an instinctive approach’to 
library stock, gaining its effect by its freshness. There is the display of a limited 
or temporary nature and also the more permanent form, the exhibition. The 
relationship with classification and reader’s advisory service is brought out. 


5798 Kirjanayttelyisté. [On book exhibitions]. Eila Wirla. Kirjastolehti, 
49 (2) February 1956, 34-36. 

Book exhibitions are closely connected with readers’ guidance activities, viz., 
they both tend to stimulate and support the intellectual development of library 
users. Book exhibitions will also help shy readers in book selection. They are 
comparable with shops’ display windows, which have basically the same purpose, 
to stimulate interest. Similar means can be used in both to make the exhibition 
attractive. The cultural activities of the library determine the nature and contents 
of the book exhibition, which ought to be of high esthetic quality and to give a 
comprehensive view of the theme. 


5799 Use your camera ! Marco Thorne. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (7) March 
1956, 527-528, 534. 

The librarian who uses his camera in his library has within his reach some 
valuable publicity material, exhibits, and photographic records for the local 
history collection at very little cost. Some subjects suggested : distinguished 
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visitors ; a new reader registering under unusual circumstances ; innovations in 
library service ; special story hours ; book fairs ; any cost saving installation or 
change of service ; the library before and after alterations to layout and furniture ; 
genealogists establishing family trees; stamp collectors thumbing catalogues with 
their stamps laid out before them ; authors doing research on stories ; local 
business men using the library. 


5800 Sivistys ja kirjasto. [Culture and the library]. Uuno Saarnio. 
Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 1-4. 

To understand the concepts of culture involved in library activities, the 
following facts should be examined : (i) The pattern of living created by the 
everyday functions of the library. (ii) The changes that have taken place in the 
concept of culture and of the book during the last hundred years. (iii) The 
essential characteristics which make culture an indispensable part of library 
activities. After discussing this theme on a broad basis the author concludes : 
(i) The traditional concept of culture still prevails i the pattern of living created 
by the library. (ii) The book, being formerly mainly encyclopedic in nature, 
is generally regarded at present as fiction, and in consequence culture, previously 
universal, has become specialized into numerous sections. (iii) The essentials 
in the relationship between culture and the library are expressed by comparing 
the concepts of traditional and professional culture. Traditional culture is 
universal ; it is a unity in many forms and a value per se, providing no special 
qualities, while professional culture is specialized and manifold within a certain 
area, has but the value of a tool and demands special talents. To realize the 
public library extension programme, the activities have to be extended to 
children’s departments, hospital and music libraries, library clubs and readers’ 
guidance. 


5801 “Neuvojan” kuulumisia. [Impressions of guidance work with 
library users]. Aili Olamaa. Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 11-13. 

The author tells of her experiences in library work with readers whose requests 
concerning their reading are often very vague and uncertain. “Amateur” 
study in the library offers some advantages as compared with the school-like 
evening courses. In the library, the special needs of an individual can better be 
taken into consideration. 


5802 “Vaikeat” ja “helpot” kirjat opiskeluneuvonnan nakékulmasta. 
[“Difficult” and “easy” books from the point of view of readers’ guidance]. 
Raili Kauppi. Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 48; 49 (2) February 
1956, 37-38. 

An attempt is made to determine the terms “difficult” and “easy”. So-called 
popular books often have a negative influence upon human development, which 
demands intellectual activity. The human being is seldom aware of his own 
intellectual needs and often wants more than he himself knows how to ask for. 
The fact that people are afraid of difficult books is partly due to individual 
psychologic reasons, partly to environmental factors. One of the psychic 
mechanisms is called by the author “‘everyman’s circle”. People want to be 
pleased with themselves, they want to be like all the others, for fear of risks 
and failure. The library plays an important role in the stimulating intellectual 
activities of these people by offering them books where they will find correct 
knowledge. In this respect, the librarian has a responsibility for book selection 
and exhibits, readers’ guidance and library clubs. 
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5803 The level of reference work in public libraries, C. W. Tolley. 
N.Z. Libs., 18 (10) December 1955, 240-245. 

Public libraries should provide ‘popular’ reference services to meet general 
interests, and this should be done as effectively as possible before anything more 
ambitious and difficult is attempted. No public library could afford financially 
to develop a reference service for specialist interests even in one or two subjects, 
unless it neglected its duties to the general public. 


5804 Referenstjanst vid amerikanska bibliotek. [Reference work in 
American libraries]. Rune Arnling. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (4) 1956, 209-216. 
Plans. Photos. 

Six months spent in studying reference service in several U.S. libraries have 
resulted in reports from the public libraries of Minneapolis, Gary, Detroit, 
Cincinnati, Denver, New Orleans, New York City, and Brooklyn, and the 
county libraries of St. Louis and Los Angeles. In good-sized libraries, with 
larger libraries nearby, only small reference collections are found; the resources 
of the larger libraries usually being relied upon. In departmentalized libraries 
there is no general reference room; only a quick reference desk is needed. 
Special telephone rooms, acting as clearing centres for questions from the public 
are found in some libraries. Collections of personal history from newspaper 
clippings, vertical files, picture collections, business and municipal libraries are 
discussed. The dictionary catalogues, newspaper and periodicals indices, the 
national Union Catalogue, the Superintendent of Documents Catalogue, and the 
libraries’ own file of reference questions are valuable aids. 


5805 Spezialsammlungen an Bibliotheken. [Special collections in 
libraries]. Otto F. Babler. Z. f. B., 70 (1-2) January-February 1956. 5-10. 

A suggested scheme for subject specialization in public libraries throughout 
the world is described. A central H.Q. would allocate subjects and co-ordinate 
the schemes, as well as ensuring uniformity in printed catalogues. National 
H.Q. would re-allocate subjects, taking account of local conditions. Existing 
collections can continue to expand and there is nothing against duplication of 
subjects. Libraries will continue to buy the most important books for them- 
selves. Small subjects can be covered by several libraries, each one collecting 
books in special languages. Goethe, e.g., could be treated from several angles. 
Audio-visual materials, mss. etc. would be collected in addition to books. The 
national H.Q. would preserve all printed catalogues, and would send chiefs to 
help in the running of the central H.Q. Participating libraries should co-operate 
according to subject interests, produce joint catalogues, provide some duplicate 
books for loan, exchange duplicates, etc. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


5806 Bringing a school library up-to-date, Mary E. Jones. Ontario Lib. 
Rev., 40 (1) February 1956, 61-63. 

The librarian of Delta Secondary School, Hamilton, Ontario, describes what 
has been done in the five years since she took up office: this included new 
equipment, complete reclassification by Dewey, instruction of pupils in library 
science, large influxes of new accessions, great increases in circulation figures, a 
steadily mounting financial grant, and, finally, a (still incomplete) card catalogue. 
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5807 The library and the school, J. F. T. Thomson. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (4) 
April 1956, 140-142. 

There should be a closer link between the library and the school, the public 
library functioning as the focal point of school library services. Librarian and 
teacher are, in this sense, social and educational collaborators. Present practice 
and ways and means are discussed. 


5808 Laroverksbibliotekens upprustning. [The restoration of the secon- 
dary school libraries]. Harald Ahlin. Skolbiblioteket, 2 (2) 1956, 26-29. 


The recent increase of public grants to school libraries has made it possible 
to improve these libraries very much. The author also gives various reasons 
for the fact that the secondary school libraries do not seem to be used as much as 
one would hope. 


5809 Den nya tiden och bokinképen. [The new era and book selection]. 
Torsten Dahlgren. Skolbiblioteket, 2 (1) 1956, 2-4. 

In 1955 grants to Swedish school libraries were considerably raised. The 
publishers are aware of this, and the output of juvenile books has also increased. 
The time has come to specify several requirements for children’s books. These 
must be of high literary as well as technical quality. Over-illustrated books 
are not desirable. 


5810 Hur bedémer biblioteken en ungdomsbok ? [How do libraries 
evaluate juvenile books 2]. Britt Sjogren. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (5) 1956, 287-290. 


This article is the introduction to a debate at a meeting on March 20th, 1956, 
of the Society of Authors of Books for Children and Young People. In an 
article in Skolbiblioteket it is stated that literary critics are too severe in judging 
juvenile books. This is not true. Books for children and young people must 
be judged by standards similar to those applied to adult reading. They must be 
well written, interesting, and realistic as regards scene and characters. A good 
juvenile book should give pleasure also to adults, and it should influence the 
moral standards of the children and aid them in their efforts to adjust themselves 
to their situation. 


5811 For sale: one slightly used school library, Clara Curran. Illinois 
Libs., 37 (9), November 1955, 275-277. 

A re-statement of the philosophy of school librarianship. The school library 
of today is a friendly place offering guidance and knowledge to students and is 
the hub of classroom, recreational and other activities, an integral part of the 
school curriculum. The principal, convinced of this, will ensure faculty co- 
operation, participation by the Librarian in faculty affairs and any revision of the 
syllabus, equal status of the Librarian with department heads and keep the school 
board informed of library activities. The library should provide up-to-date 
material on interests of students in all grades including current and ephemeral 
material, audio-visual aids, periodicals, indexes and reference works. 


5812 A glance at library service in a Community Unit District, 
Mertice Pyle. Illinois Libs., 38 (2) February 1956, 38-40. 


Describes the school library service in an area covering 175 square miles with 
a senior high school with an enrolment of 951 and thirteen elementary attendance 
centres with enrolments ranging from 23 to 455. It has been found that after 
beginning with small collections in each centre which were changed every few 
months a better service is given using a book mobile visiting each centre every 
four weeks. 
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5813 The librarian as planner, Marvin R. A. Johnson. Sch. Libs., 5 (2) 
January 1956, 7-9. 

A consultant on school planning discusses the “planning process” from the 
original idea for a school to the completed building. The school library specialist 
should list the facilities required,.i.e. work to be carried on, materials to be 
housed, which the architect can turn into a plan. He should visit other schools, 
read articles, learn to read working drawings, and impress on his superiors the 
importance of the library in the school programme. The plans will be discussed, 
the location of rooms in relation to other rooms altered, and the plans revised 
several times before the final plan is put into being. The aim is to produce a 
stimulating, attractive and inviting environment, not a static space but one 
capable of change as need arises. The latter applies particularly to furniture, 
equipment, shelving and colour. 


5814 Standards for secondary school libraries in New Jersey, Jane B. 
Hobson. Sch. Libs., 5 (2) January 1956, 20-23. 

Standards issued by the A.L.A. in 1945 were used as the basis for this new set 
resulting from sampling surveys. The standards cover : space for reading-room 
seating, working areas, storage, librarian’s office and meeting room ; equipment, 
shelving, tables, chairs, desks, stands, catalogues, magazine rack, vertical file, 
book trolley, bulletin boards, display cases, AV aids ; lighting, sound, decoration ; 
books and materials ; and staff. 


5815 Functional library quarters for tomorrow’s schools, Sarah Law 
Kennerly, Virginia Clarke, and Dorothy M. Thomas. Texas Lib. J., 32 (1) 
March 1956, 7-18. Illus. Bibliog. 


In the modern educational programme the library is the school’s central 
laboratory. The trend is away from rote learning of textbook information 
towards the searching and investigating type of learning. Hence the library 
becomes the workshop of both teachers and pupils. The type of school that the 
library serves causes only slight variations in planning. More important factors 
are size of the school and the community being served. Even the smallest 
school should plan for central library quarters separate from the classrooms. 
The ideal school library is described in detail under the following headings : (i) 
location ; (ii) activity and storage areas ; (iii) reading room ; (iv) librarian’s 
office ; (v) workroom and storage space ; (vi) conference rooms ; (vii) audio- 
visual room ; (viii) multi-purpose library classroom ; (ix) faculty materials centre 
and lounge ; (x) some practical pointers. 


5816 Children’s Library: St. Cloud State Teachers’ College 1895- 
1955, Florence Dodd, and others. Minnesota Libs., 18 (5) March 1956, 131-135. 

The Laboratory School Library was founded in 1895 to serve the “Model 
School” and teachers’ training requirements. A course in Children’s Literature 
was initiated in 1917. The development and methods are described up to the 
opening of the new Kiehle Library, which includes an Audio-Visual Department. 


5817 Materials centers and school libraries don’t mix, Irene F. Cypher. 
Lib. J., 81 (4) February 15 1956, 544-547. 

There must be a source from which modern instructional materials are secured, 
a central place where they are stored, repaired, made ready for use and distributed. 
This source, termed instructional materials centre, should not bea school library. 
The functions of such a centre are: (i) storage of materials ; (ii) storage of 
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) equipment ; (iii) production of materials; (iv) preview and auditioning ; 
(v) administration of audio-visual programme. Materials include globes, 


1e maps, slides, flat pictures, records, films, filmstrips, microfilm, museum exhibits, 
st field trips, stereoscopic materials, radio, television. Centre must be staffed by 
De professionally trained staff. 

iM 

1e 

a WORK WITH CHILDREN 

-d 

. 5818 Boys’ and Girls’ House, Toronto: an interne’s eye-view, 
1e Christina Duff Stewart. Lib. Assn. Rec., 58 (1) January 1956, 6-9. 

e, Toronto library system runs 18 branch libraries, each with a children’s room, 


as well as school, settlement and hospital services and several types of extension 
work for children. The central library for children is Boys’ and Girls’ House. 


3. Staff, book selection and reader’s adviser work are described. 

et 5819 Odense Kommunes Bornebiblioteker. [Children’s libraries in 
m Odense]. Born og Boger, 8 (5-6) March 1956, 55-59. 

it, 


The institution was founded on 1st April 1941. It consists of (i) the Public 


“ Children’s Library, (ii) the school libraries, and (iii) a union book collection which 
. is housed in the Children’s Library and which supplies the library system with 
books and sets of books too special to be found in all the libraries. A teacher 
acts as librarian at each school library. Books are selected by the book committee 
a on the recommendations of the children’s and school librarians who submit 
1) written reviews once a week. Book purchase, cataloguing and processing is 
done by the staff of the Children’s Library. The only type of extension work 
-al carried out so far has been an annual exhibition of children’s books which are 
yn suitable for presents. 
ry 
he 5820 Lasten- ja nuorisonkirjastojen tietokilpailut. [Quizzes in children’s 
wn libraries]. Kaija Salonen. Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 20-21. 
4 Quizzes are among the best means to direct children’s desire for knowledge 
i) along the right lines. Assignments consisting of five or more questions are 
“a given to children who try to find the answers to them by using reference books 
v4 in the library. Each of the series of questions, whose appearance has to be made 
on as attractive as possible, forms an entirety. In Helsinki Public Library, in the 
| Kallio Branch, quizzes have been arranged since 1948, and in autumn 1955, a 
total of 203 children participated in a series concerning European countries, 
5- 
5. 5821 Die Planlosigkeit im Aufbau von Jugend-Biichereien: ein 
‘el wesentlicher Grund fiir die geringen Ergebrisse im Kampf gegen 
re Schmutz und Schund. [The lack of plan in the building up of youth lib- 
he raries : an important reason for the small results in the battle against obscene 
it. and trashy literature]. Johannes Langfeldt. Kulturarbeit, 8 (4) 1956, 77-80. 
About 120m. books a year are lent by commercial libraries in Germany and 
ar, 50m. comics sold. Measures to counteract the effect of these with good quality 
books are failing partly because insufficient money is being spent and partly 
d because trained librarians are not being used. It must not be assumed that 
ry teachers or part-time youth workers are capable of selecting books and running 
=, libraries for the young. The available money would be better spent in sup- 
o porting the children’s departments of the larger, well-organised public libraries 


than in promoting many small and inefficient youth libraries. 
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5822 Schluss mit den Comics ! [Put an end to comics !] Wilhelm Hoppe. 
Kulturarbeit, 8 (5) 1956, 96-100. 


(See LSA 5251). Comics are a modern menace of unsuspected proportions. 
A recent exchange scheme in Hagen (which has 15,000 young people aged 
10-15) collected 20,918 issues which were exhibited for the benefit of teachers 
and youth workers. Examination of these comics shows how they restrict the 
imagination, degrade the written word and encourage brutality. Their true 
nature must be brought home to the German public and the law against them 
must be strengthened. 


5823 They love it, Mrs. Dorothy Church. Illinois Libs., 37 (9) November 
1955, 272-274. Illus. 

The growing number of children using the Rockford Public Libraries are 
catered for by one bookmobile, four branches and the Children’s Department 
of the Main Library. All service points take part in the summer reading pro- 
gramme which in 1955 had as its theme “Davy Crockett says, ‘Fill your book- 
shelf’”. Another regular feature is Book Week when librarians visit the schools 
and classes come to the libraries. Library instruction is given to schools. 
Posters and displays on special subject groups can do much to create interest. 


5824 Big town and little, what books shall you buy ? Jean Gardiner 
Smith. Top of the News, 12 (3) March 1956, 15-18. 


Deals with the reviewing of children’s books. There is need for the clarifica- 
tion of reviewer’s terminology. The final test in book selection is ‘Can I afford 
not to have this book ?? Reviewers might (i) list outstanding books on different 
subjects ; (ii) indicate how a book stands in relation to other books ; (iii) review 
books on a subject published in one year in relation to each other and to older 
titles ; (iv) indicate value of book reviewed in body of review and not fall back 
on unequal ‘Recommended’ or ‘Not recommended’. It is difficult to locate 
reviews for textbook, science, and social studies material. Top of the news might 
discuss titles which have proved useful but have not been generally reviewed. 


5825 They'll judge your library by your exhibits — take time to make 
good ones ! Lib. J., 81 (2) January 15, 1956, 205. 

Basic tips on exhibits are : (i) put exhibits and public relations before routine ; 
(ii) think and plan: do not merely cut and paste ; (iii) exploit all avenues ; 
(iv) exchange exhibits ; (v) use exhibits and signs to save time ; (vi) let exhibits 
spark ideas, not fill space ; (vii) don’t be afraid of plans that cost money ; (viii) 
remember that exhibits extend influence of the library. 


5826 Through the exhibit window, Alice Brooks McGuire. Lib. J., 81 
(2) January 15, 1956, 206-208. 


The writer offers guidance for a programme of exhibits. Exhibits should 
(i) reflect interests of children ; activities of the schools and the community ; 
timely or seasonal events ; (ii) tie in with books and reading ; (iii) be simple, 
colourtul, easy to arrange. Children provide greatest source of ideas and lend 
hobby collections. Various exhibits are described, e.g. twins, airplanes, skulls. 
Facilities for exhibits include window, bulletin board, glass-top tables, four large 
picture frames. 
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5827. The young adult in the small library : (i) You can serve him 
now, Elizabeth McG. Graham ; (ii) There’s always room for improvement 
Rhoda Shapiro. Top of the News, 12 (3) March 1956, 20-25. 

(i) Young adults must be offered a natural and easy transition from junior to 
adult shelves. There are 3 basic steps in beginning young adult service in a 
small library : (i) assign responsibility ; (ii) select allocated space ; (iii) build a 
young adult collection and keep it fluid; (ii) Meetings of librarians in a vicinity 
are desirable at monthly intervals to discuss new books. Other activities might 
include (i) book talks ; (ii) discussion of classics ; (iii) discussion of types of book 
in collection ; (iv) discussion of magazine articles pertaining to young adults ; 
(v) booklists ; (vi) exhibits and displays ; (vii) discussion of controversial topics ; 
(viii) discussion of miscellaneous problems ; (ix) reporting of outside activities ; 
(x) outside speakers ; (xi) joint meetings. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICES 


5828 Kirjastokerhotoiminnan kysymyksia. [Some problems involved 
in library clubs]. M. K. Narhi. Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 9-11. 

The basis for successful library club functioning is two-fold, (i) to attain the 
best available in each area of cultural work and (ii) to arrange the programme of 
the library club on these principles. The intellectual nature of the programme 
is specially emphasized so that the meetings should give an impetus to further 
study. The tasks of the chairman, and the meeting quarters are discussed briefly. 


5829 Kerhotoiminnasta oman kirjaston kokemusten perusteella. 
[Library club activities in my own library]. Rm Engman-Enari. Kirjastolehti, 
49 (1) January 1956, 15-17. 

A part of the public library programme in adult education is carried out by 
the work of library clubs, the function of which is different from that of political 
and other clubs, being centred on cultural purposes, being impartial and open to 
all members of the community. In Helsinki Public Library, in the Kallio 
Branch, the literature club was founded in 1947 and the psychology club in 
1948. The main function of the former is to educate the readers’ literary taste 
by lecturing on and reviewing classic and modern literature of high quality. 
The psychology of reading, music and culture, psychoanalysis, mental hygiene, 
etc., have been the themes in the psychology club. The importance of dis- 
cussion is stressed in all club meetings, whether they be of a school-like nature, 
where attention is mainly paid to elementary teaching, or lecture clubs. 


5830 Laajennetusta kirjastotyésta ja -kasvatuksesta. [On library 
extension programme]. Aili Laurila. Kirjastolehti, 49 (2) February 1956, 45-46. 


Referring to some articles in Kirjastolehti, January 1956 (see LSA 5828-29), 
the author points out that the library staff, in general, is too small to carry out the 
library extension programme successfully, that librarians are not always the 
right persons for this type of work and that the main need in public libraries is 
the actual book stock within the limits of the present funds available. The 
author further points out that intellectual development has to take place in 
connection with emotional influences. 
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5831 Laajennettua kirjastotyéta Mikkelissé. [Library extension work 
in Mikkeli Public Library]. A (delheid) L (aro). Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 
1956, 22-23. 

Various functions have been arranged for library users in Mikkeli, Evening of 
English Literature, Moments with the Fairy Tales of H. C. Andersen, Meeting 
devoted to travel literature, etc. The Book Week was noted with special 
interest. 


5832 Vieraiden kielten kirjastokerhot. [Foreign literature library clubs}. 
K. H. Bolay. Kirjastolehti, 49 (1) January 1956, 18-20. 

Library clubs of German (1952-), English (1946-48, 1955-) and French (1954-) 
literature are at present in existence in Helsinki Public Library, each of them 
under the chairmanship of persons whose native languages are German, English 
and French, correspondingly. In addition to lectures on and readings from 
famous writers, films and records have been included in the programme. An 
inquiry made among the members of the German literature club throws light 
on the age, education, occupation, native tongue and reasons for participation 
in the club. 


5833 Adult education practices in public libraries, C. Walter Stone. 
LLL.A. Rec., 9 (3) January 1956, 37-43. 

Describes the difficulties in starting an adult education programme in smaller 
public libraries. The basic skills for a librarian doing adult education work are 
listed. The first task is to develop the appreciation of books, etc., which exists 
in any community which considers a library a necessity. The library’s second 
responsibility is to help the individual to augment his knowledge and develop 
his taste. The smaller library can start by introducing a readers’ advisory service 
and by maintaining an up-to-date information file about adult education agencies, 
programmes and speakers. It can help organisers by setting up a programme 
planning service to supply and organise materials. The library can set up its 
own programme of group activities and provide space and staff for outside 
groups. 


5834 Training for library adult education, Robert M. Smith. Wilson 
Lib. Bull., 30 (7) March 1956, 536-538. 

Many persons in library service do not attend library schools or obtain higher 
education ; they should take part in adult education that can be developed 
in and through the library. A planning committee should be formed of persons 
drawn from all departments, branches and senior officials. The committee’s 
main tasks will be to assist those willing to participate, to discover their needs, 
to set some tentative goals and to plan and help stage a limited series of educa- 
tional activities. The leaders and participants need to accept growth towards 
increased understanding of self, others, institution and community as one 
desirable goal. The project should belong to the participants and organisers 
must permit inefficiency because trial and error is natural when people help 
themselves to learn. Telling people is quicker than letting them discover, but 
far less effective in the end. 


5835 How to educate yourself through reading, Grace Murray. Illinois 
Libs., 38 (2) February 1956, 28-29. 

The Adult Education Unit of the Illinois State Library has more than 150 
reading courses on a variety of subjects. Readers who enrol are supplied with 
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their first book, together with a bibliography of books on the subject and a 
blank for a book report ; when the reader returns the book with a report on it 
he is supplied with the next book on the subject. There are generally six or 
seven books to a course. 


5836 That “extra” in your library, Dorothy Bieneman. [Illinois Libs. 38 (3) 
March 1956, 46-48. Photo. 


Peru Public Library, Illinois, exhibits the work of local artists in the library 
each year, this gives talented people in the community a chance to show what 
they are doing, gives timid folk confidence to go on, or perhaps start, painting. 
It also brings into the library many people who have never been there before. 


LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : plans, furniture, lighting 


5837 Neubau der Stadtbiicherei Essen. [New City Library building, 
Essen]. Werner Krieg. Mitteilungsbiatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen), 6 (2) March 
1956, 34-36. 


The new main building, replacing the one destroyed by bombing in 1943, 
was opened on February 7th, 1956. The ground floor houses the most-used 
departments, lending and children’s libraries ; on a mezzanine floor are the 
newspaper reading room and the library for the blind ; on the first floor, a 
reading room with 72 seats and a reference collection of 5,000 volumes, a 
periodicals room with 12 seats and the issue desk and bibliographical aids for 
the scientific library ; also the music library of 13,000 volumes and 1,000 gramo- 
phone records. The other floors contain the administrative rooms. 


5838 Kun kirjastoa rakennetaan. [Building the library]. Vieno Lumme. 
Kirjastolehti, 49 (2) February 1956, 39-40. 

In building techniques, libraries form a class of their own. In addition to 
certain special features, the practical aspects, simplicity, environment, etc. are to 
be noted. The need for silence, ventilation, lighting, possibilities for good 
supervision have to be carefully planned. Examples of some Finnish libraries 
are given and library furniture is discussed briefly. 


5839 Library buildings of the future : I. The architect’s viewpoint, 
S. A. G. Cook. (In Looking ahead. Library Association, London and Home 
Counties Branch Conf. Papers, May 1956, 35-44). References. 


Public libraries have been ignored in post-war planning surveys except for the 
careful attention given to them in English county : a planning survey of Hereford- 
shire. 1946. Recent economy cuts in finance for building mean that new libraries 
are again delayed. There should be a government report on library buildings 
followed by a government library manual similar to the Post-War Building 
studies of which 22 have been issued. This would arouse public interest and 
lead to the economical use of materials, simplified and speedier methods of 
construction, including some forms of standardisation. The co-operation of 
the architect and the librarian is essential to settle general principles and the 
preparation of a detailed programme of objectives, services, inter-relationship 
and physical requirements. Only the best site is good enough, together with 
ample space for development over the next hundred years. The basic internal 
requirements dealt with are: (i) good day-lighting ; (ii) flexibility ; (iii) 
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generous space for service and mechanical equipment; (iv) careful positioning 
both horizontally and vertically for movement — lifts, staircases ; (v) provision 
for extension. Air conditioning is a modern requirement in a large building, 
while automatic light control ensures the right amount of light at all times. A 
very attractive entrance hall, with displays, bulletin boards, models and exhibits 
should be provided to inform and interest readers who may be waiting in queues. 
Reference and reading rooms should be divided into small areas to give some 
degree of privacy. The Children’s Library must be the most attractive depart- 
ment with ingenious arrangements and decorative schemes. 


5840 Library buildings of the future. II. The librarian’s viewpoint, 
J. P. Wells. (In Looking ahead. Library Association. London and Home 
Counties Branch Conf. Papers, May 1956, 45-50). 

Is concerned with lending libraries. On the grounds of cost of maintenance, 
number of staff required, and the better service given, the author favours fewer 
and larger branch libraries in urban areas. Such branches should be situated in 
the heart of a shopping area but with room for expansion. There should be 
one circulation desk to serve adults and children, situated in the entrance hall 
and completely separated from the lending library. Readers’ advisers and the 
Children’s Librarian will have desks inside their departments and thereby illustrate 
the division between professional and clerical staff. Modular construction 
seems less necessary in central lending libraries than in branches. Island book- 
presses should be replaced by bookshop-style display stands. Dewey classification 
arrangement of the bookstock should be abandoned in favour of reader-interest 
grouping. Children’s library furniture should not be scaled down ; television 
and murals should be excluded. Study rooms are seldom used ; magazines 
should be displayed in the lending library. A meeting room to seat about one 
hundred persons should be provided. 


5841 Plymouth Phoenix, W. Best Harris. Librarian, 45 (3) March 1956, 
41-47. Photos. 

Plymouth Central Library was destroyed during the major blitz of 1941, the 
85,000 volumes on the shelves were destroyed and all that remained of the 
library were the front facade and some interior walls. Over 200,000 books 
have been received as gifts since the bombing. The article goes on to describe 
in some detail the reconstruction of the library which now comprises adult 
lending, reference and children’s libraries, a local history library and a music and 
drama library. There is also a lecture theatre which is equipped with a record 
player and amplifying equipment, a large built-in cinema screen and apparatus 
for film strips and 16mm. sound film projection. Two major changes of policy 
were incorporated in the new building ; no space was allocated to book storage, 
school libraries, bookbinding or branch superintendent’s departments, and no 
space was allocated for newsroom purposes. 


5842 Eine umwilzende Neuerung im Magazinsystem. [A new plan of 
mechanisation for the book stack]. H. Strahm. Nach. d. Vereinigung Schweizer. 
Bib., 31 (6), November-December 1955, 161-165. 

An account of the new “‘Compactus-system’ for bookstacks — an invention of 
a Swiss engineer — recently installed in the Town and University library of 
Berne. Especially valuable where building and ground is costly as it represents 
a saving in space of a minimum of 217% with a maximum of 271%. The system 
is mechanically operated. 





44 





— es 8) pet SH fp 


com tf) 


Lond 


si 





5843 New Buildings; (i) Marblehead’s New Library, Mary Fabens 
Bowles ; (ii) The Biggest Midget Library, Jack J. Delaney ; (iii) Kern 
County Library, Catherine S$. Chadwick. Lib. J., 81 (4) February 15, 
1956, 495-499. Illus. 


(i) Marblehead (Mass.) library had to be built to serve a population of 16,000 
for the modest sum of $234,000. There is a centralised circulation desk in the 
lobby and the following rooms lead off from this : youth reading room, reference 
room, staff room, combined trustees’ room and librarian’s office, and periodica] 
room and adult reading room. On the ground floor there is a children’s room 
and a lecture room which is open without charge to groups for educational 
purposes. Details of material used in building are given. (ii) The biggest 
midget library (see LSA 5533) is situated in Pampa, Texas and serves a population 
of 17,000 people. One Texas oilman donated $300,000 to build the library 
and another gave $60,000 for new books. Staff is a librarian and three assistants, 
and the library is open 11 hours per day on six days a week. Negroes are afforded 
the same facilities as whites. Circulation averages 200 a day. A number of 
adult education classes use the library. (iii) A brief description of a new library 
in Kern County, California. The budget was $56,000 and building cost was 
calculated at $11.95 per ft. There is a meeting room seating 50 with provision 
for a movie screen. A Hi-Fi record session is conducted every two weeks. 


5844 Centrally located new main public library adds patrons, James 
R. Clark. Pioneer, 19 (1) January-February, 1956, 5-9. Plan. Photos. 


Although the population of Memphis had increased by 50% between 1945 
and 1955 the circulation figures for the main library steadily declined. There 
were many reasons but all hinged on the location of the library. On the 
Librarian’s recommendation a new lending library was built in the City centre 
and the old library became the Reference Library. The total cost of the new 
building was $800,000 and has a book capacity of 350,000 volumes. Stack 
lighting has been installed consisting of light-diffusing glass panels resting on the 
canopy of the stacks. For over-all lighting incandescent fixtures are placed 
3 feet above cases. The air-conditioning and heating units are housed in the 
basement as are also the kitchen and lunchroom for maintenance staff, the 
receiving room, bookmobile room, printing and photographic departments, 
stack levels and auditorium for 175 people. The children’s department, in- 
cluding pre-school section, is on the main floor with the workroom for the 
schools’ department and closed stack space. The large adult reading room on 
this floor is divided into Parents’ Section, Young Adult Section, reference corner 
and general reading room. There are no “fixed” partitions, the divisions 
between sections are made with free-standing wood shelving. The first-aid 
room, staff kitchen and dining room, staff lounge and modern music department 
are also on this floor. The music Department has record players, records and 
listening booths with shelving for reference books. On the second floor there 
is a balcony with upholstered furniture, administrative offices and a small 
auditorium to seat 60 people. A centrally controlled sound system can provide 
back-ground music for the whole building, or for sections, and a public address 
system, 


5845 ‘Beauty and the best’ describes well-planned new college library, 
James Dyke. Pioneer, 19 (1) January-February, 1956, 10-12. Plan. Photos. 
The basic structure of the Eastern New Mexico University Library is on the 
modular plan. The dimensions of each module, or cube, is 18 ft. 6 in. by 
24 ft. 6 in. and the acoustical ceilings are 8 ft. 3 in. high. It is possible to use any 
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module for any library function and to interchange as desirable. Structural 
columns carry the entire weight of the two-story building, the only function of 
the “curtain” walls is to enclose the building area, a factor which will permit of 
ready expansion. In addition to the acoustical ceiling and sound-absorbing 
exterior block walls sound is further controlled by rubber tile flooring. There 
is only one entrance and exit to the library apart from the rear doors which form 
the loading dock. The first floor contains an inter-mingling of books and 
reading area: free-standing stacks break the area into alcoves each of which 
includes table and chairs. The individual study carrels have semi-lounge and 
lounge chairs allowing the student to select the type of seating most suitable for 
the type of study in which he is engaged. Book trucks are placed throughout 
the reading areas and library users are asked to place books on the trucks rather 
than re-shelve them, thus eliminating misfiling. Because of the geographical 
area it is important to exclude strong sunlight and dust, for this reason windows 
have been concentrated at the front entrance and very few placed elsewhere. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS: audio-visual aids, maps, periodicals 
(serials), etc. 


5846 A proposed cost of books index and cost of periodicals index, 
William H. Kurth. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (4) October 1955, 390-395. 

No convenient standard for measuring price changes exists : it could, however, 
be developed from list prices for various “key” years in terms of a selected “‘base”’ 
year. The most important factors in the preparation of a price index are set out 
in this paper. 


5847 Paperbounds. Bull. Free Lib. Comm., Vermont. 51 (4) March 1956, 
50-51. 

The paperbound book can be a useful and attractive addition to a library’s 
stock, its bright, attractive covers giving a cheerful note to what may be a for- 
midable corner. Paperbound books are cheap and should be regarded as 
expendable ; the minimum of preparation is needed before they are ready for 
circulation, simply notice of ownership and a pre-dated slip for issue purposes ; 
they should be withdrawn as soon as signs of wear are noticed. Paperbound 
books in print issued twice yearly by the Publishers Weekly and Library Journal, 
R. R. Bowker Co., 62 West 45th Street, New York 36 is a useful guide to 
selection. 


5848 Loseblattsammlungen. [Loose leaf collections]. H. Kirchner. 
Z.f.B.u.B., 3 (1) 1956, 30-36. Bibliog. 

An examination of the problems involved in the treatment of loose leaf 
material. The author pays particular attention to collections of a legal nature 
(e.g. tax laws), considers the publishers’ and booksellers’ attitudes, and deals with 
methods of acquisition, revision, maintenance and storage. Difficulties en- 
countered in cataloguing are discussed, and two specimen entries are given. 


5849 The film as source material for history, Sir Arthur Elton. Aslib 
Proc., 7 (4) November 1955, 207-239. 

In contrast to any other form of pictorial record film has the unique ability 
to capture actual movement at the instance of its occurrence. This offers the 
historian the opportunity to select from various sources filmed shots and sequences 
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which together may be formed into a coherent presentation of particular events. 
Used for this purpose film becomes a new and critical historical method. This 
article is a detailed account of the existing resources of film and of the present 
and previous attempts at employing film to recount past events. Appendices 
1 and 2 concern the making of Powered Flight which is one such piece of history 
on film ; a third appendix summarily describes the Stock Shot Library of the 
National Coal Board. 


5850 Getting started with films, Emily S. Jones. Lib. J., 81 (4) February 
15 1956, 493-494. 

Describes the various sources from which films may be available. Catalogues 
of films such as the H. W. Wilson Educational Film Guide are mentioned, also 
periodicals which review films, and societies connected with films. Hints on 
how to conduct the film show are given. 


5851 Government publications — will they bite ? Josephine A. Hope. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (7) March 1956, 519-522. 


Argues that government publications are not difficult to select, not cumbersome 
to order, are inexpensive, processing need not be time-consuming, and that 
readers will be pleased with them when brought to their attention. Most New 
England libraries with populations from 20,000 to 60,000 make use of government 
publications, cataloguing the larger volumes and filing the others in vertical 
files, pamphlet boxes, or in a separate section of the library. Readers’ Guide 
headings are suggested as sufficiently accurate and not too narrow in connotation. 
Aids to selection and headings suitable for displays are indicated. 


5852 The conservation of historical source material, C. W. David. 
Amer. Doc., 7 (2) April 1956, 76-82. 

The present accumulation of historical source materials constitutes a vast mass 
which is growing at an ever-accelerating rate. One school of thought feels 
that the whole must be preserved, another believes that selection should be made. 
This theme is discussed with reference to microfilm and other aids, and brought 
into relation with actual problems of the academic and industrial fields. 


5853 Guide to Federal map and chart publications, 1937-1953, Index, 
Edwin C. Strohecker, comp. Aspects of Libnp. (8) Fall, 1955. 32 p. 

A comprehensive list of maps and charts issued by the various U.S. bureaux, 
agencies, and departments. 


5854 Music collections in Canadian libraries. 1. Public libraries, 
Ogreta McNeill. Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 12 (5) April 1956, 170-174. Illus. 


To discover the amount of music in Canadian public libraries the Canadian 
L.A. sponsored a questionnaire to 175 libraries to which 80 replied. All had a 
few books on music, some had music scores but few had record collections. 
Several pleaded lack of money and public apathy, but others had go-ahead 
schemes. Recordings are more in demand than scores. Very few libraries 
have separate music collections or specially trained staffs but various plans have 
been made of which details are given. There is general agreement that good 
music collections should be provided. 
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5855 Music collections in Canadian libraries. 2. University libraries, 
Lorne D. Fraser. Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 12 (5) April 1956, 174-177. 


There is a growing demand for musical training in universities. 34 academic 
libraries were questioned on their holdings and 21 replied. University holdings, 
which are much smaller than those of public libraries, are administered as part of 
the general stock, but music rooms are used for records. In several institutions 
records are owned by various departments or faculties. Some allow the public 
to use books and music but records are restricted. Record-playing equipment 
varies greatly and only in a few cases are special staff employed. In most cases 
orders are submitted by faculty members and library staff and funds vary with 
the number of students enrolled. Some libraries have special collections. 
There is an increasing recognition of the part the library can play in helping 
musicians and scholars. 


5856 Musikaliesamlingens tekniske problemer. [Technical problems of 
music collections]. Helge Jensen. Bibliotckaren, 18 (1) 1956, 1-13. 

When setting up new music collections it is not enough to know which music 
should be included. It is just as important to have rules for cataloguing, classifica- 
tion, binding and the arrangement of the material. Proposals for such rules are 
given, based mainly on those already in use in the large public libraries in 
Denmark. 


5857 Zur Sicherung der Zeitungsbestaende. [Newspaper collections]. 
Icko Iben. Libri, 6 (1) 1955, 22-28. 

A brief survey on how different countries, especially the USA, Germany, 
Sweden and Finland, solve the problem of acquiring newspapers. The Library 
of Congress with 150,000 vols. has the largest collection and of the provincial 
libraries Topeka has 56,000 Kansas State newspapers, many of them preserved 
on microfilm. Institutions, libraries, etc., in almost every country, in trying to 
solve the problem, agree that the preservation of current newspapers is as im- 
portant as those of earlier times. Illinois University sent the author on a study 
trip to find out how a list of foreign newspapers could be best compiled and the 
papers microfilmed. The aim is to compile a list of all those newspapers, 
including the older ones, which would be absolutely necessary in order to write 
the history of a country. 


5858 Etudes et expériences dans le domaine de la conservation des 
journaux. [Preservation of newpapers]. H.-F. Raux. Assn. Bib. Fr. Bull., (19) 
March 1956, 5-9. 

France has a large collection of newspapers due to the legal deposit laws. 
The Bibliothéque nationale houses 400,000 titles at Versailles where it faces the 
problem not of space but of deterioration. It proposes to deal with it thus : 
Newspapers already in the collection are to be reproduced on microfiches rather 
than microfilm. A 20-page paper is reproduced on a standard microfiche 
(75 x 125mm.) which is easy to store and use, and for which apparatus is fairly 
cheap. While awaiting photographic reproduction, newspapers are stored flat 
in special boxes. New additions are duplicated, one copy for public use is 
housed for a year in steel cupboards, then destroyed ; the second copy is photo- 
graphed on microfiches and stored. Three microfiche copies are made, one for 
public use replacing the original paper after a year, the others for security and 
reserve. 
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5859 Sketch for a picture collection, Charles $. Underhill. Wilson Lib. 
Bull., 30 (7) March 1956, 539-542. Bibliog. 

For pictures of life in other countries old copies of the National Geographic 
Magazine are suggested, especially the issues since 1930 when colour photography 
developed. Use Life for educational colour sequences and for some unique 
photographic triumphs ; Time, Collier's and the Saturday Evening Post for other 
good material. Collect specialized magazines devoted to art, drama and technical 
subjects and watch for material in discarded books, postcards, travel circulars, 
etc. For mounting paper use manila tag of 200-250M weight cut to 9 ins. by 
12 ins. with a half-size for small pictures. File in a V-file at 9 ins. height and put 
headings at this height on the left regardless of how it appears when the picture 
is displayed vertically. A list of suggested headings and sub-headings is given. 


5860 Put your library’s imprint in print, John F. Harvey. Lib. J., 81 (7) 
April 1 1956, 783-791. Illus., diagrs. 

Describes, mentioning notable examples, and discusses the essential require- 
ments of bulletins, newsletters, booklists, annual reports (bothofficialand popular), 
announcements, guides to the library, signs and labels. Large libraries will have 
their own Printing and Duplicating Department and notes are given on the 
machines and equipment available for different jobs. To help decide whether 
to print or duplicate a chart indicates the edition-range of the different processes 
whether with or without the addition of illustrations. 


5861 Procuring serials by bid at the USDA Library, Kirby B. Payne. 
Serial Slants, 7 (2) April 1956, 71-75. Bibliog. 

Describes how the U.S. Department of Agriculture library buys about 1,000 
serial titles each year by competitive bidding from dealers. 


5862 Asurvey of methods of claiming serials, Johanna E. Tallman. 
Serial Slants 7 (2) April 1956, 76-85. Diagrs. Bibliog. 

A systematic review of serial checking cards should be made at regular intervals, 
according to a system suitable to the library. Special processing forms can 
expedite the proper sequence of searching and claiming missing issues, and claim 
post cards and letters should be clearly worded. 


CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, 
ABSTRACTING 


5863 Catalog code revision. J. of Cat. and Class., 12 (2) April 1956, 103-107. 

A statement of objectives and principles as a framework for revising the 
A.L.A. Code, drawn up by the Committee on Catalog Code revision. An 
outline of the main sections into which the rules will be divided is given. Rules 
for description will be included in the new code. 


5864 Pseudoanonymer och corporate entry. [Pseudo-anonymous works 
and corporate entry]. Carl Bjérkbom. Tid. f. dok., 12 (1-2) 1956, 10-14. 
The author makes a distinction between anonymous works, written by one or 
two authors who for some reason or other do not wish to disclose their identity, 
and pseudo-anonymous works, written by authors who may be considered an 
anonymous group. Such pseudo-anonymous works can be catalogued either as 
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ordinary anonymous works, i.e., by using a title entry, or by using a corporate 
entry. The author gives an historical survey of the problem and points out 
that the notion “insignificant title, insignificant institution’s name” may provide 
a solution. 


5865 Serial cataloging in the John Crerar Library, Harriet Lawson 
Trimmingham. Serial Slants, 7 (2) April 1956, 68-70. 


A brief description under 14 headings. 


5866 Gedanken zur Sachkatalogisierung: iiber die Normung und 
Bildung von Schlagwortern. [Thoughts on subject cataloguing : con- 
cerning the standardization and formation of catchwords]. H. O. Zastrau. 
Mousaion, 1 (6) 1955, 54-69. Bibliog. 

An introduction to an article to be published in a forthcoming issue of 
Mousaion by Dr. Coetzee. Two problems are to be considered : (i) the failure 
of any known subject cataloguing in the service of modern scientific work and 
documentation ; (ii) the need to lay down rules and standards for each language. 
The Dresden librarian, Hans Trebst, established five principles of title analysis : 
subject conception, form of knowledge, limitations of time and space and form 
of literature. Dr. Coetzee adds to these — physical form, form of communica- 
tion (pictures or writing), origin, bibliographic and genre or literary form. An 
outline of the Coetzee method for the formation of subject headings is given. 


5867 The cataloguing of Government publications, Mary Piggott. Lib. 
Assn. Rec., 58 (4) April 1956, 129-135. Bibliog. 

Cataloguing method, as applied to Government publications, depends on the 
size, purpose and organization of the collection. No single method has proved 
generally satisfactory. The practice of five libraries—Manchester City Libraries, 
Westminster Central Reference Library, the British Library of Political and 
Economic Science, the library of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 
and that of DSIR — is examined in the light of their solutions to the problems 
involved. 


5868 Serial cataloging in a college library, Beatrice M. Quartz. Serial 
Slants, 7 (2) April 1956, 61-67. 

A review of current practices at the Wellesley College Library, which is 
related to A. D. Osborn’s book Serial publications, their place and treatment in 
libraries. 


5869 Tryckta katalogkort i England. [Printed catalogue cards in Britain]. 
Marianne Harlin. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (5) 1956, 275-276. Illus. 

The Council of the British National Bibliography, Ltd., was founded in 1949, 
and in 1950 the BNB began to be published. Weekly lists as well as cumulative 
monthly and annual lists have appeared regularly. The catalogue cards are 
made by a photographic method with a Gestetner camera from the text of the 
BNB and then printed in an Addressall machine. 


5870 A loose-leaf printed catalogue, Joyce B. S. Jackson and F. A. Sharr. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (12) December 1955, 470-473. 

A near-print catalogue in volume form has been adopted in Western Australia, 
where the library system has to serve many small libraries. The catalogue is 
classified and has a subject, but no author index. 
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5871 The recent literature of classification, Ray E. Held. J. of Cat. and 
Class., 12 (2) April 1956, 63-73. Bibliog. 


A review, not so much of the literature, but rather of the theory and practice 
of classification since the War, in the USA, Great Britain and Russia. Some 
space is devoted to Ranganathan’s theories. Recent developments in documenta- 
tion as well as bibliographic classification are also discussed. 


5872 Universal Decimal Classification : Directives for UDC editions. 
F.1.D. Informations, 6 (4) April 1956. Appendix. 


Regulations governing the production and publication of all editions and 
translations, complete or partial, of the UDC. 


5873 Evolution and evaluation of a Soviet classification, Thomas J. 
Whitby. Lib. Q. 26 (2) April 1956, 118-127. 

The Soviet Union officially adopted the UDC adaptation of DC by decree in 
January 1921. This is still used in mass (public) libraries. The development of 
the classification in Book annals, the official Russian bibliography, shows a much 
less stable development. From the inception of the publication in 1907 to 1917 
no attempt was made to classify the material listed. Later, a form arrangement 
was employed, and, in 1926, a modification of DC was employed. From then 
on the classification was continuously altered on a basis of Marx-Engels-Lenin- 
Stalin theory. In the 1946 scheme of 31 main classes the first 13 are devoted to 
Social Sciences, largely to Communist theory. The dynamic nature of the 
classification, with its chronic impermanence lacks the stability which Western 
bibliographers are accustomed to expect. 


5874 Criteria and general procedure for Decimal Classification, 
edition 16 : restatement, December 6, 1955. J. of Cat. and Class., 12 (2) 
April 1956, 91-97. 


These are briefly as follows : (i) 16th ed. shall be based on 14th ed., following 
established line ; (ii) it shall be designed for general libraries ; (iii) schedules will 
include all topics of interest and importance to librarians ; (iv) full scope notes 
and definitions shall be added, as also a relative index ; (v) relocation will only be 
made where the old number is absurd or unworkable, or where there is a great 
demand for a new number ; (vi) comparative tables of relocations from 14th 
and 15th eds. shall be included. 


5875 The literature classification scheme used at the University of 
South California, Elsic D. Sullens. J. of Cat. and Class., 12 (2) April 1956, 
73-80. 


A description of the modifications made to DC 800 class to bring together all 
books by one author (regardless of form) and all books about him. Authors 
are given their national literature number followed by a Cutter number for the 
author’s name. The third line of the call number comprises letters and figures 
(upper and lower-case) to denote different titles, editions, biographies, etc. 
For example : 840/H895/tM/1887 represents an 1887 edition of Hugo’s Les 
Miserables. Such a number is not simple, nor does it make shelving easy. 
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5876 Literature classification, Alice Tobin. J. of Cat. and Class., 12 (2) 
April 1956, 81-83. 

The Head cataloguer of Worcester Free P.L. describes the modifications to 
the DC Literature schedules adopted in that library. The main purpose of the 
modifications was to allow all literature in English to be arranged together at 
821-828, sub-arranged by form and then alphabetically by author. These 
divisions would include American Literature and all translations of foreign works 
into English, except Latin and Greek. 


5877 Use of the ASM-SLA Metallurgical Literature Classification 
System by industrial metallurgists, E. C. Wallace. Spec. Libs., 47 (3) 
March 1956, 114-116. Bibliog. 

The author, presupposing some knowledge of the System, discusses the ex- 
periences and opinions of industrial metallurgists in the use of the ASM-SLA 
classification system and feels that it can easily be inserted into present systems of 
files if used as a technical file only, catalogue, parts and operations files being kept 
separately. 


5878 Barnard Classification Bulletin, 1 (1) February 1956, 23 p. 


This bulletin, prepared by Cyril C. Barnard, The Library, London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, London, W.C.1., aims to give 
news of libraries using the Barnard Classification for Medical and Veterinary 
Libraries, lists of corrections and additions to the scheme and the views of 
librarians with regard to practical applications of the scheme. In this issue 
there is a list of 37 libraries using the scheme ; a list of local decisions regarding 
the scheme as used at the Library of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine ; and 17 pages of additions and corrections to the second edition of the 
classification scheme. 


5879 E. G. Brisch: something new in classification, Barbara Kyle. 
Spec. Libs., 47 (3) March 1956, 100-105. 

The material to be classified by the Brisch system is first broken down into a 
comparatively small number of headings or chapeaux, each comprising a 
cluster of concepts. In the building field, for example, only 81 headings are 
required (in a two-digit form 40 is Forms, 42 Bricks, 44 Wire, 46 Tubes) and no 
index is required. Each concept in an item is then coded, usually by cutting the 
appropriate holes in a punched card. Retrieval is done by needling, only as far 
as is necessary to isolate a sufficiently small body of material, thus the length of 
the notation is related to the quantity of material. Its other advantages are 
simplicity, economic and mnemonic notation, appropriateness and ability to 
express complex concepts. In preferring appropriateness to universality he has 
applied facet analysis with unaccustomed simplicity and economy. 


5880 (i) Service or sin ? (ii) Second helping (iii) 100,000 ? Robert S. 
Walker. Pharos, 2 (6) Summer 1954, 7-8 ; 3 (2) Early-summer 1955, 7-8 ; 
3 (4) Mid-summer 1955, 7-8, 11-12. 

Argues the need for a classification of fiction because of the great use made of 
this section of literature. The classification schemes already devised based on 
language, period and author ignore the formal characteristics of the novel, viz., 
author (and the influences that have shaped his work), narrative (form of novel) 
subject (theme or type of story). Applying the PMEST facets of the Colon 
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Classification one has Personality = author ; Matter = subject ; Energy = 
narrative ; Space = language, and Time (which has little relevance to literary 
output and may be ignored). These four divisions are set out in detail together 
with subdivisions, e.g. under the subject-matter of a novel, the PMEST formula 
may be further applied : Time = historical period ; Space = geographical 
setting ; Energy = theme or guiding idea as distinct from the plot ; Matter = 
subject environment or kind of life portrayed ; Personality = characters, their 
social, vocational or psychological classes. This scheme has proved difficult to 
apply uniformally to the 65,000 novels already classified in the Lanarkshire 
County Libraries. To help classifiers each of the 13 groups of novels at present 
in use is defined and the facets represented are noted, e.g. short stories = narrative 
facet ; humorous stories = energy facet ; crime stories = matter ; modern 
classics = author facet. 


5881 Fiction classification, Tom Archbold. Pharos, 2 (7) Christmas 1954, 
2-4. 

The arguments for close classification of non-fiction cannot be applied to 
fiction. Suggests that a much simpler scheme than the one outlined by R. S. 
Walker (LSA 5880) is all that is needed, viz., by language, by age of reader 
(adult or children). In the children’s library one may further subdivide by age 
groups ; in the adult library, by intellectual level, high, medium or low. This 
would appear to meet with the experience of librarians working in public 
libraries and the heavy additional costs of cataloguing, classifying and shelvin g 
for only a poor return, would be avoided. 


5882 Problem of the general novel, Alex. H. Skinner. Pharos, 3 (1). 
New Year 1955, 4-6. 

The need is not for the classification of light reading — escapist novels — but 
of the best and unexploited fiction. This would enable librarians to remove the 
stigma so often applied, that fiction is solely recreational and, by implication, 
worthless reading. The best fiction treats of every problem of living and plays 
an important part in popularising knowledge. Thus a classification scheme 
for fiction would reveal the themes of novels and enable fiction issues to be 
analysed more usefully. Librarians need to be fully acquainted with the develop- 
ment and scope of the modern novel. 


5883 Indexing, A. Harrison and M. I. Hulme. Abstractor, Supp (1) November 
1955. 8 p. 

The organisation of materials in a special library is itself a form of indexing; 
e.g. subject departments and specialists, displays of new books, books entitled 
Recent progress in... , and the routines and records kept in the library. Subject 
indexing should be done supplementary to the published indexes and the best 
results are obtained if the indexing is not done by research officers but by trained 
indexers. Subject headings may be found from other indexing services, e.g. 
H. W. Wilson Co. indexes. A card index of subject headings should be kept. 
Chapters and sections of books and other materials such as patents, specifications, 
trade catalogues, should also be indexed, supplying an index for current needs. 
In all cases the index should be related to the users of the library and the terms 
they are likely to use. 


5884 The larger index, E. S. de Beer. J. of Doc., 12 (1) March, 1956, 1-14. 


The author disclaims any special relevance to the advantages and disadvantages 
of the courses adopted in the index to his edition of the Diary of John Evelyn 
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(1955) : his preferences are apparent in the paper, and are embodied in the 
Evelynindex. Various aspects of indexing are discussed, with particular reference 
to scholarly editions of extensive literary and historical texts. Recommendations 
are made, and examples given. 


5885 Use of the Uniterm Co-ordinate Indexing System in a large 
industrial concern, R. L. Francisco. Spec. Libs., 47 (3) March 1956, 117-123. 


Over 150,000 reports have been indexed at the General Electric Company 
Technical Data Center by this system using only about 3,000 different words as 
subject headings. A document is broken down into simple units and assigned a 
serial number which is added to all cards headed by the terms into which it has 
been separated. Thus a topic dealing with three items can be found by searching 
the three Uniterm cards involved for common numbers. Instead of adding a 
card for each new item the Uniterm system merely adds a number to an existing 
card or cards, and a reduction of about 50% can be achieved in the card catalogue. 
Another saving is obtained by filing actual documents in arbitrary accession 
number thus eliminating the expansion factor required with subject arrangements. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


5886 Documentation and the librarian, Neal Harlow. Lib. J., 81 (9) 
May 1 1956, 1083-1085. 


Documentation, according to the I.F.D. means the creation, transmission, 
collection, classification and use of “documents” (i.e. recorded knowledge in 
any form). Librarians occupy themselves with the collection, classification, and 
use, but tend to ignore creation and transmission. Librarians have the best 
training of all the documentalists. They should not remain silent in the present 
controversy over classification schemes, subject controls, information analysis, 
co-ordinate indexing and mechanical selectors. They should encourage specialisa- 
tion in librarianship. The tremendous increase in published material, particularly 
in journal articles and in research reports makes physical access impossible even 
in the largest library. There is thus a greater need for bibliographic control. 
The ultimate aim of bibliography is to provide a complete listing of recorded 
knowledge on a national basis, and, by cumulation, for the whole world. (Also 
in Canadian Lib. Assn. Occ. Paper, (7) 1955, 3-6). 


5887 Some considerations regarding the mechanism of thought, 
Henri Clavier. Amer. Doc., 6 (4) October 1955, 215-219. 

Ideas are derived one from another logically ; the first general idea contains 
all the others, and in particular, some idea which is a fraction of the first. This 
second idea is itself composed of tertiary ideas, each of which divides again into 
further ideas. It is this form of deductive association of ideas for which the 
tool we use is a systematic classification of ideas. The dynamic action of thought 
is very flexible and it is possible to pass simultaneously from a synthetic general 
thought to a specific study. In order to serve these functions a modern classifica- 
tion must be (i) flexible, to lend itself to individual synthesis ; (ii) evolutionary, 
in order to follow the development of ideas ; (iii) explicit and detailed, in order 
to be useful to the greatest number of people ; and (iv) possess a number of 
degrees of specialisation to permit changes of order of magnification. 
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5888 Duplication in experimental and theoretical disciplines and 
its implication for modern documentation, Melbourne G. Evans. 
Amer. Doc. 7 (1) January 1956, 46-48. 

It is one of the aims and purposes of documentation to eliminate needless 
duplication of effort within the various disciplines and fields of research. Yet 
it is apt to be forgotten that a certain amount and kind of duplication may be 
inevitable, and indeed beneficial, in the development of knowledge. This theme 
is developed with particular reference to the emergence of modern logic in 
ignorance of the Aristotelian and Stoic systems, and Einstein’s formulation of 
the General Theory of Relativity apparently without knowledge of earlier work 
and with the inspiration of personal discovery. In experimental science, the 
laboratory worker proceeds most successfully when he is aware of the methods 
of others. A sharp distinction has been drawn between experimental and 
theoretical disciplines in order to emphasize that it is for the experimentalist 
that documentation is vital; for the theoretician it may likewise be useful, 
though it may conceivably be detrimental. 


5889 The pattern of retrieval, R. A. Fairthorne. Amer. Doc., 7 (2) April 
1956, 65-70. 

A discussion of the application of information theory to the techniques of 
document retrieval. 


5890 Information — a national resource, Scott Adams. Amer. Doc., 7 
(2) April 1956, 71-75. 

The growth of recognition of the importance of scientific and technical 
information to industry is reviewed. Five goals of organised documentation 
are suggested : agreement on techniques for the objective evaluation of informa- 
tion systems ; a better measure of integration ; the training of more effective 
documentalists ; developing own instrumentation ; becoming better known. 


5891 Normalisatie. [Standardization]. A. Claes. Bibliotheekgids, 31 (6) 
November-December 1955, 113-123 ; 32 (1) January-February 1956, 1-6. 
A general review of the different aspects of standardization is given, together 
with its advantages, criticisms, and limitations. After considering the inter- 
national aspects, development in different countries, including Great Britain 
where national development was first initiated, and Belgium is outlined. 


5892 Aeronautical documentation in France, G. H. Frenot. Spec. Libs., 
47 (2) February 1956, 57-62. 

To secure information on foreign techniques the French Air Ministry set up, 
after the liberation, a Government department, the Service de Documentation et 
@’ Information Technique de l Aeronautique. This department searches for technical 
information, centralises patent problems on aeronautics, maintains a central 
library for published and unpublished documents, publishes periodical bulletins, 
manages a translation service, compiles subject-indexed cards, co-ordinates and 
distributes documentary studies, directs the reproduction and printing of pertinent 
documents, maintains a conference room and a film library and distributes the 
technical publications of the French Air Ministry. It also organises the exchange 
of French and American publications. 
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5893 The present condition of Air Force information services in Italy, 
T. Col. Bruno Garimberti. Spec. Libs., 47 (2) February 1956, 66-70. 


Post-war conditions in Italy have made it almost impossible as yet to improve 
the conditions of military and civil aviation. The most important association 
for supplying technical information is the National Scientific and Technical 
Information Centre which has been reorganised since 1950. It maintains an 
analytical bibliographical information service, using a card index classified by 
UDC, and edits a monthly Publications Index to Italian and foreign scientific- 
technical papers of which more than 2,000 are handled. The Centre also supplies 
a copying and translation service. The National Research Council’s library 
has about 155,000 publications classified and arranged by the Library of Congress 
scheme. 


5894 Aeronautical documentation in the Netherlands, Gertrude 
Scherpenhuijsen and A. C. de Kock. Spec. Libs., 47 (2) February 1956, 54-56. 


A new classification index has been created and is the basis of a collective 
abstracting service sponsored by civil and military aviation authorities, the 
aircraft industry and research groups. More than 12,000 items are produced 
each year. A catalogue of aerodynamic measurements was initiated in 1950 by 
the National Aeronautical Research Institute and is kept on punched cards. 
About 1,200 cards are issued yearly. The problem of obtaining American 
publications has been partly solved by establishing exchange programmes. 


5895 Aeronautical documentation in the United States, W. Kenneth 
Lowry. Spec. Libs., 47 (2) February 1956, 70-73. 

The principal producers of aeronautical research material are government 
agencies such as the Air Research and Development Command and the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics who between them produce about 6,000 
technical reports each year. About one half of this material is unclassified from 
a security standpoint. Publications with announcement services for new 
aeronautical documents include the U.S. Government Research Reports, Aero- 
nautical Engineering Review and Research Abstracts and Reclassification Notices. 
The solution to the problem of knowledge-retrieval is being sought less in the 
mechanisation of existing systems than in the development of new approaches 
through a study of semantics, syntax and “machine language”’. 


5896 L’index biographique de la Bibliothéque de la Sorbonne. [Bio- 
graphical index compiled by the Sorbonne library]. J. Bonnerot. Assn. Bib. Fr. 
Bull., (19) March 1956, 11-14. 

Since 1941 the library of the Sorbonne has been compiling a biographical 
index from yearbooks and periodicals. The scope is unlimited, dealing with 
past and present. Back numbers of periodicals are invaluable ; and for the 
present day subjects, cuttings are made and kept in dossiers. Each notice has a 
classified card giving names, forenames, position and dates, and indicates biblio- 
graphically starting points for research. The analysis of old periodicals of the 
19th century often reveals the only information available about figures of the 
time. 


5897 “Known by The Buckler’s blazon’d heraldry . . .”, G. W. Beard 
and F. §. Stych. Open Access, 4 (2) April 1956, 20-24. 

(See LSA 5599). To answer enquiries relating to heraldry the librarian must 
first understand the language of heraldry from such works as Fox-Davies’s 
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Complete guide to heraldry, or Boutell’s Guide to heraldry. Thence he will be able 
to distinguish the parts of an achievement, have a knowledge of the ordinaries, 
tinctures, metals and furs ; trick and hatching ; cadency and marshalling, and 
thus be able to identify arms assumed irregularly. Notes follow on the works 
to use when answering any of the three main forms of enquiry : what are the 
arms of a given family ? To whom do certain arms, crests or motto belong ? 
What are the arms of a given place ? Concludes with notes on books suitable 
for enquiries relating to continental heraldry, historical enquiries, and the use of 
visitations, and new arms granted. A useful bibliography is Gatfield’s Guide to 
heraldry and genealogy, 1892, and a periodical, The Coat of Arms. 


5898 Documentazione umanistica. [Documenting the humanities]. 
Francesco Barberi. Accad. e Bibl. d’ Italia 23 (4-6), July-December 1955, 293-298. 


The humanities should be able to make use of the same technical methods of 
documentation that are now being used in the fields of science and technology 
to make available the results of research in as short a time as possible. It is 
equally important for the student of the humanities to have access by means of 
modern technique (micro-photographs, punched cards, abstracts, indexing, etc.) 
to the vast collections of documents and printed material which are in libraries 
and archives. 


5899 Resources on international affairs in London libraries, Barbara 
Kyle. International affairs, 32 (2) April 1956, 190-198. 


A survey intended for the research worker. Chief topics are : treaty series 
(especially those of the U.S.S.R. and its satellites, and Latin America), foreign 
periodicals (with a mention of union lists), newspaper files and clippings, and the 
publications of international organisations. Particular reference is made to the 
holdings of the Chatham House Library. 


5900 Dokumentation och litteraturtjainst inom den grafiska industrin, 
[Documentation in the printing industry]. Barbro Hallendorff. Tid. f. dok., 
12 (1-2) 1956, 3-5. 

The printing industry is one of the youngest branches of industry, and at the 
same time one of the oldest, since it is based on a craft with many centuries of 
tradition. In recent decades research has advanced in this industry as well. The 
article presents a survey of organisations conducting research and documentation 
in the printing industry in the U.K., Holland, Germany, Switzerland, U.S.A., 
Denmark, and Sweden. Of special note is the work done in regard to abstracting 
service and development of the UDC. 


DOCUMENTARY REPRODUCTION 


5901 Future methods of communications between libraries, L. L. 
Ardern. (In Looking ahead. Library Association. London and Home Counties 
Branch Conf. Papers, May 1956, 3-10). References. 


Today, more than ever, the need in libraries is for materials, or copies, to be 
always available and to achieve that objective serious attention must be paid to 
modern methods of transmitting information. The following methods are 
briefly described : teleprinters (Racine and Milwaukee since 1950; Library of 
Congress since 1952) ; Telex (Manchester P.L., 1955) ; facsimile transmission 
(electronic device to transmit over ordinary telephone wires and to reproduce a 
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permanent record on paper) (Atomic Energy Commission 1951-; L.C. 
1954-) which is only suitable for large or special libraries because of the cost ; 
photocopying, now possible to provide copies in a few moments at about 2/- 
per page ; microcard, admirable for subject specialisation in periodicals and is 
ideal for the number of copies likely to be required in a ‘bibliographic’ region ; 
microfiche copies of articles of from 40-100 pages can be obtained for 2/1 each. 


5902 Technische mogelijkheden voor de titeldruk. [Technical possi- 
bilities for printing titles for catalogues]. Kwee Swan Liat. Bibliotheekleven, 
41 (3) March 1956, 65-77. 

The different duplicating and near-printing processes (Multigraph ; Varitype ; 
photo-offset (Multilith ; Rotaprint) ; diazo (Entoce) ; stencil (Roth) ; hecto- 
graph (Plentograf) ; addressing machine (Adrema)) are compared bearing in 
mind suitability for cards or title-slips and combination in the publication of 
accession lists. The approach is more that of a librarian than of a technician. 


5903 Zur Neuordnung des Fotokopierrechts. [On the new regulation for 
the photocopying of copyright material]. Walter Bauhuis. Z. f. B. u. B., 3 
(1) 1956 36-39. 

On June 24th 1955 the German Federal Court of Justice passed judgment 
against an industrial firm for making photocopies of periodical articles and then 
distributing them to employees and departments. This procedure, ruled the 
court, was contrary to the German Copyright Act of 1901, and the firm was 
ordered to stop making photocopies from periodicals published during either 
the current or preceding calendar year. The author discusses the implications 
of this test case, and considers the position of scientific libraries and institutions 
in view of the ruling given. 


DOCUMENTATION : Mechanical aids 


5904 Machine literature searching 10. Machine language ; factors 
underlying its design and development, James W. Perry, Allen Kent and 
Madeline M. Berry. Amer. Doc., 6 (4) October, 1955, 242-254. 

The fundamental factors that underlie the development of machine language 
relate to human limitations and knowledge, to documentation, its purposes and 
limitations, and to the role of concepts and symbolism in documentation. These 
considerations determine the general development of machine language, but 
details of design must take into account various practical considerations. The 
language must express aspects of subject content so that they may serve as 
reference points for the defining and conducting of machine searching operations. 
The ‘pertinacity factor’ must be kept at a high level. Not only must the machine 
direct attention to all of the pertinent documents, but it is essential that the 
enquirer shall not be overwhelmed with quantities of non-pertinent documents. 


ARCHIVES 


5905 Les Archives générales de l’Ordre des Fréres Mineurs. [The 
General (Central) Archives of the Order of Friars Minor]. Basile Pandzi¢. 
Archivum 4, 1954, 153-163. 


From the 17th century steps have been taken to centralise and preserve the 
archives of the Order in two groups, at Rome and Madrid. This article deals 
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with the Cismontane group and its provinces and convents. These records were 
destroyed or dispersed in 1798, and although the remnants were collected it was 
not until 1921 that the Archives were again centralised. Access to those less 
than 50 years old is restricted. The records of the Minister-general, and the 
history and records of the several Procuratorships are described. A list of some 
50 manuscript volumes of chronicles is given. 


5906 Archivum Romanum Societatis Iesu (ARSI). [The Roman 
Archives of the Society of Jesus]. P. Josephus Teschitel. Archivum 4, 1954, 
145-152. 

The archives of the old Society up to 1773 and of the Society re-established 
in 1814 form separate groups. Their primary use is administrative, and their 
secondary use historical. Access to the records of the last 100 years is restricted. 
The classes of both groups, indicating the records of assistants and provinces and 
of the central administration, covering dates and the number of volumes are 
shown. 


5907 Les Archives religieuses juives d'Europe. [Jewish religious archives 
in Europe]. Simon Schwarzfuchs. Archivum 4, 1954, 165-167. 


Surviving Jewish archives are mainly local, consisting of registers of Syna- 
gogues, and legal processes. Many have found their way into public collections 
owing to neglect in the past as well as to wars and persecutions. A brief survey 
by countries indicates destruction and survival. 


5908 Literary research in Australian archives, Colin Roderick. Aust. 
Lib. J., 4 (4) October 1955, 123-129. 

Archives are interpreted as government documents drawn up or used in 
administrative or executive transactions. They are likely to prove invaluable to 
historians, biographers and novelists as well as government officials. The part 
which they can play in establishing a socially healthy and unbiased history of 
the convict era is stressed. The material available on the Commonwealth and 
on each State is briefly indicated. Central repositories, properly equipped and 
staffed are now maintained by all States except Queensland where archives are 
still retained on the premises of the government department concerned. The 
physical condition of documents depends largely on the care and foresight 
exercised by the originating departments ; archive centres are trying to improve 
the condition of files. Increased activity in the study of early Australian history 
is likely in the future, supported not only by Australian archive materials, but by 
copies of archives of Australian interest in Britain and abroad. 


5909 Records Management in the Central African Archives, Eric 
Edward Burke. J. Soc. Archivists, 1 (3) April 1956, 62-66. 

There are five stages which naturally lead the archivist from the care of ancient 
records through records management to the role of an efficiency expert on 
paperwork in offices. Central African Archives are working their way through 
the stages to the last. Disposal of unwanted documents is an important part of 
the process, and the methods in use are described. 


5910 Archives of the Allied High Commission for Germany and 
Connected Tripartite Agencies. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 58-62. 


The text of an agreement, signed at Bonn on 30th June 1954, governing the 
storage of, access to, and release of information from the records. The bulk of 
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the records are destined to the custody of the French Government. Provision 
is made for the supply of photo copies of some groups to the U.K. and U.S. 
Governments. Each Government will have a comprehensive index of groups 
not in its own custody. 


5911 The Future of Archives in England, Sir Hilary Jenkinson. J. Soc. 
Archivists, 1 (3) April 1956, 57-61. 

In his presidential address to the Society the author denies that modern methods 
of communication are changing the nature of archives. Whatever their material 
form they preserve a memory of things which is lacking in oral communication. 
Techniques will change, and with them methods of publication, not necessarily 
by publishing. Modern records cannot be separated from ancient archives 
without danger of illogicality, loss of continuity and a diminution of professional 
standards ; but some provision must be made for training a new style archivist 
to work in records of scientific and commercial organisations. Failing legislation 
for the purpose, existing Associations must work together to set up an Archive 
service extending to all fields in which human effort produces records. 


5912 Architectural history and its records, H. M. Colvin. Archives, 2 
(14) Michaelmas 1955, 300-311. 

Architectural history has been written in the past mainly by architects using 
style as a yard-stick and neglecting documentary sources. Recently more 
attention has been paid to these sources with a corresponding increase in accuracy. 
Work is being carried out on these lines notably for the Victoria County 
histories and for the Ministry of Works. Notes on documentary sources for the 
history of Royal buildings, public buildings, churches, domestic architecture, 
architects and craftsmen, on collections of drawings and topographical views, 
and on architectural journals are given. (See LSA 3950). 


5913 The archives of the Church Missionary Society, Henry S. Cobb. 
Archives, 2 (14) Michaelmas 1955, 293-299. 

Founded in 1799 for missionary work in Africa, the Society soon extended its 
activities to other continents. The records of its committees are preserved, the 
bulk being records of the Committee of Correspondence, with valuable letters 
and journals from missions abroad. Among unofficial records is a collection of 
material for a history of the Society, with other data concerning 18th and 19th 
century evangelicals. The Library of the Society comprises some 25,000 volumes. 
A grant from the Pilgrim Trust in 1951 enabled the records to be put in to 
good order with better facilities for students. 


5914. The Archives of the Treasurers of Buckinghamishire before 
1889, Julian C. K. Cornwall. J. Soc. Archivists, 1 (3) April 1956, 70-74. 


Treasurers in counties were first appointed in 1597, but the only records of the 
financial matters that they and their successors dealt with in Buckinghamshire 
before 1700 are to be found among the Sessions Records. Separate accounts 
begin in 1700 with a series of vouchers, while the main series of account books 
comprise 17 vols. between 1736 and 1850. Bridges, gaols and prisoners, vagrant 
traffic, and payments to militia substitutes are the subjects of the bulk of the 
records. The only known surviving records between 1850 and 1889 consist of 
accounts for the New County Gaol, Rate books, and printed abstracts of accounts. 
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5915 Needle-searching or Spoon-feeding, F. G. Emmison. J. Sev. 
Archivists, 1 (3) April 1956, 75-79. 

Dramatic dialogues point the need for indexes to complete the valuable work 
of cataloguing and calendaring, and introduces an account of the Essex Record 
Office indexes of persons, parishes and subjects. 


5916 Local archives of Great Britain : XII. Guildhall Library, Albert 
E. J. Hollaender. Archives, 2 (14) Michaelmas 1955, 312-323. 


From its re-establishment in 1824 the Guildhall Library has recognized docu- 
ments as being within its sphere of interest. Until quite recently there was some 
overlapping with the Corporation of London Records Office, but now the two 
collections are working on separate lines. The Library collects archives having 
grown, and growing, within the City, but outside the Corporation’s official 
business in legal and judicial, administrative and financial affairs. Notably 
parish and probate records, Ward and Livery Companies’ records, form the 
basis and bulk of the archives in the Guildhall Library Muniment Room. A 
classified catalogue of the holdings has been started. (See LSA 3951). 


5917. The recording of Medieval (and some later) seals, Francis W. 
Steer. J. Soc. Archivisis, 1 (3) April 1956, 66-69. 
A method and the purposes of recording seals are suggested. 


5918 Note sulla eliminazione degli atti di archivio di inutile con- 
servazione. [Notes on the elimination of unnecessary documents in archives]. 
Luigi Antonio Pagano. Rass. Archiv. di Stato +5 (2) May-August 1955, 95-120. 

At various times and in various countries legislation has been passed to lay 
down conditions under which documents must be retained or discarded. In 
Italy regulations governing this aspect of archives were passed in 1911 and 
modified by those of 1933 and 1939. Their purpose is : (i) to safeguard the 
national patrimony with particular reference to documents dating from before 
1870 ; (ii) to lay down categories of material which can be disposed of according 
to the type of archive ; (iii) to fix the procedure whereby the lists of discards 
are prepared by the various Administrations (central, local, and other organisa- 
tions) or by private Archives ; (iv) to exercise control both by the Soprintendenti 
or the officials of the Archives and by the Ministero degli Interni who has to give 
final approval for the elimination of unwanted material. 


5919 Les Archives musulmanes en Afrique du Nord. [Moslem archives 
in North Africa]. Roger Le Tourneau. Archivum 4, 1954, 175-177. 

Moslem archives and manuscript books are usually intermingled. The large 
mosques, agencies for the administration of religious property, Moslem institu- 
tions and private individuals undoubtedly have numerous and interesting 
archives, but access to them is reluctantly given, if at all. 


5920 La Direccién general de archivos y bibliotecas [and other articles}. 
[The Department of archives and libraries]. Dir.gen. Bol., 5 (36) January- 
March 1956, 2-256, and unpaged supplement. Illus. Maps. Plans. Tables. 
Diagrs. 

This important triple issue of the Boletin is devoted to the Spanish library and 
archive system. The Department of archives and libraries was created by a law 
of August 1939, supervision having previously been exercised by the Department 
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of fine arts of the Ministry of education. The structure of the Department and 
its relations to other bodies are described first, and then follow articles on the 
various national services: books, information, bibliographical and photo- 
graphical services, professional training, copyright, and international exchange. 
Further sections give accounts of the Casas de cultura (cultural centres), the 
various types of library and archive collections, and extension work. Also 
included are statistics of Spanish libraries, and an article on distinguished librarians 
and archivists from the seventeenth century on. An appendix lists orders and 
decrees relating to libraries and archives from 1952 to 1955. 


5921 What should bind us together, Morris L. Radoff. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) 
January 1956, 3-9. 


In his presidential address to the Society of American Archivists, the writer 
stresses that records management and archive administration share one interest 
and that workers in this field should be trained to deal with the whole life- 
cycle of records. He makes a plea for higher standards of training. 


5922 Herbert Anthony Kellar, 1887-1955, Margaret C. Norton. Amer. 
Arch., 19 (2) April 1956, 151-153. 


An obituary notice of a founder of the Society of American Archivists and the 
curator of the McCormick Historical Collection. 


5923 Survey on the Jewish Archives in America, Selma Stern-Taeubler. 
Archivum 4, 1954, 169-172. 


The American Jewish Archives were formed in 1947 for the collection of 
manuscript materials and to foster the study of American Jewish history. It 
collects the records of various Jewish congregations, biographical material about 
the rabbis, the records of institutions and of private persons, and photographic 
copies from North and South American and European archive sources. 


5924 Recent State archival legislation, Mary Givens Bryan. Amer. 
Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 63-67. 


Selected items from a survey of recent legislation, budgets and programmes 
in State archive agencies in the U.S.A. include appropriations for microfilming, 
for laminating equipment and for buildings, as well as for records surveys. 
Recent legislation for destruction and preservation of records is noted. 


5925 The Archivist’s role in records management, Robert A. Shiff. 
Amer. Arch., 19 (2) April 1956, 111-120. 


The value of business archives both to the management and to the historian, 
and the increased consciousness of their interest especially in American sociology, 
have led the National Records Management Council to encourage businesses to 
adopt the techniques of records management and archive preservation without 
drawing any arbitrary line of distinction between these functions. Advice is 
given on the establishment of their own archives, thus avoiding the necessity of 
outside deposits with their disadvantages to both donor and repository. 
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5926 Some changes in the handling of business records at Baker 
Library [Harvard University]. Robert W. Lovett. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) 
January 1956, 39-44, 

Processing manuscripts has been reduced to a reasonable minimum depending 
largely on descriptive inventories of collections. Some archive groups have 
been transferred or returned to where better use may be made of them. 
Philatelic material is disposed of for profit, but every effort is made to preserve 
the record value of the documents affected. 


5927 The Illinois Records Management Survey, Margaret C. Norton. 
Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 51-57. 

The State Government of Illinois has recently allocated $200,000 and made a 
contract for a survey of records management by a commercial firm. The 
scope of the survey, in the form of suggestions for bidders, sets out the object and 
field to be covered, requires information about bidders and gives the conditions 
for the tender. 


5928 The Case of the Clark Papers, Robert H. Bahmer. Amer. Arch., 19 
(1) January 1956, 19-22. 

Some alienated Federal records having recently come to light in Minnesota, 
the National Archives recommended Government intervention in a lawsuit 
pending as to title to the documents. The Assistant Archivist explains their 
motives in so doing, both because of their apparent title and because of their 
responsibility towards archives and scholarship. 


5929 Planning the Tennessee State Library and Archives Building, 
Dan M. Robison. Amer. Arch., 19 (2) April 1956, 139-150. 

The need for a new building had been recognized thirty years before work 
on one was actually begun ; early efforts were directed by the State Librarian 
and Archivist, and this groundwork ensured that the head of the department 
was one of the three members of a building commission which was responsible 
for carrying the work through all its stages. 


5930 Legislative recording by the Tennessee Archives, William T. 
Alderson. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 11-17. 


In order to supplement the bare bones of the acts and journals of the State 
Legislature, the Tennessee Legislature have recently installed disc recording 
apparatus to record debates in both houses. Only one side of the disc is used, 
with an identification recorded on the other. The units are operated by Archives 
staff and indexing is done while the recording is in progress. The records run 
for 30 minutes, and for a legislative session of 75 days take up less than 14 file 
drawers. The equipment used is described, with reasons for the choice of this 
particular machine. 


5931 Growing pains of a records management program, Ben. F. 
Gregory. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 23-32. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority has been concerned, almost since its creation, 
with its “paperwork problem”. A classification scheme, akin to the Dewey 
Decimal system, proved inadequate after some years. Similarly central filing 
gave way to branch files with central control. Requests for intact (subject) files, 
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maintenance of filing procedure in branch files and continuity are difficulties 
encountered. Techniques of office management have served as records controls. 
For a time microfilming was carried out in substitution for original records. 
Now destruction schedules are in operation, but the most important control is 
the distinction between record and non-record material from the very beginning. 


5932 Historical manuscripts as archives : some definitions and their 
application, Lester J. Cappon. Amer. Arch., 19 (2) April 1956, 101-110. 

The distinction between historical manuscripts and archives sometimes obscures 
their similar nature. In spite of changes of custody many records in manuscript 
collections are the archives of institutions or persons, while archives of organisa- 
tions which become defunct without a successor seem to remain archives if they 
tind any official custodian. Even so-called collections and miscellaneous manu- 
scripts often serve the useful purpose of supplementing archive sources with 
private or alienated official records, and are sometimes of more interest historic- 
ally. Printed matter also ranks as archive or record material in many cases. 


5933 State labor agencies : where are their records ? Paul Lewinson. 
Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 45-50. 

A questionnaire sent to 97 agencies, brought 60 replies, which are analysed 
here. Only 7 agencies, in 5 States, indicated that they had turned records over 
to an archival institution or historical society. The records would be worth 
investigating. 


5934 Defense of archives against human foes, Robert H. Land. Amer. 
Arch., 19 (2) April 1956, 121-138. 

Human foes of archives are to be found amongst staff and students. Much 
damage is not wanton but arises from lack of knowledge and from carelessness. 
Defence against planned attacks is more difficult and demands unrelenting 
watchfulness. Some measures, including the rules of the Manuscripts Division 
of the LC, to defeat both kinds of attack are described, and comments of two 
members of a panel that discussed Mr. Land’s paper are added. 


5935 Applying American archival experience abroad, T. R. Schellen- 
berg. Amer. Arch., 19 (1) January 1956, 33-38. 

Archivists in America and elsewhere have much to learn from each other. 
Abroad the system of registering and classifying files is more developed. In 
America techniques are formulated for handling larger masses, discriminating 
destruction and early access. The contrast is between history and librarianship, 
with considerable time devoted to older documents, on the one side, and a distinct 
archival profession on the other. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


5936 The well-tempered bibliographer, Neal Harlow. Papers Bib. Soc. 
Amer., 50 (1) 1956, 28-39. 

Examines the history of bibliography and the varying definitions applied to 
descriptive, enumerative, historical, critical, analytical and selective bibliography. 
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From the listing of books the progression has gone on to the minute examination 
and comparison of text, thence to printing, the book trade and reading. With 
the proliferation of print comes further extension of bibliography, namely 
documentation or analytical bibliography with the aid of mechanical means. 
Today documentation is of the utmost importance as the main thoroughfare for 
the transmission of thought. A warning is given of the dangers of selective or 
partisan bibliography as applied in Marxian bibliography. We should accept 
all these definitions in so far as they help us to read books and so enable them to 
fulfil their functions. 


5937 Aspetti della miniatura Emiliana dalle origini a tutto il sec. XIV. 
[Aspects of Emilian illuminated manuscripts from the beginning to the end of 
the XIVth century]. Emma Pirani. Accad. e Bibl. d’Italia 23 (4-5-6) July- 
December 1955, 247-262. Illus. 

By examining the most significant examples of Emilian “‘codici’’, it is possible 
to define the main characteristics of the Bolognese illuminated manuscripts at 
the time of their greatest flowering (13th and 14th centuries). Although indi- 
vidual manuscripts have in them various elements taken from the byzantine or 
franco-gothic tradition yet they all have in common an inherent likeness. 


5938 I libri di Messer Braccio Canonista Fiorentino della prima meta 
del secolo XIV (1325). [The books of Messer Braccio, a Florentine Canon 
Lawyer of the first half of the XIV Century (1325)]. Nelly Brentano Keller. 
Bibliofilfa, 57 (2) 1955, 105-107. 

The author only knows of one 14th century Florentine library catalogue 
printed hitherto—that of Lapo da Castiglionchio who died in 1381. That of the 
other, less celebrated canonist, is smaller but a good half-century earlier. It is 
contained in his will, preserved in the Archivio di Stato at Florence: Notarile 
antecosimiano, L. 38, c. 233. Fifteen works are listed and the author compares 
these with the nineteen left by a country rector, whose will was drawn up by 
the same notary in 1322. The smaller number and the absence of service books 
(except for a breviary), theological, ascetic and literary works leads to the sup- 
position that Messer Braccio had already disposed of these. 


5939 Il Martirio del Beato Guiniforte. [The Martyrdom of Blessed 
Guinifort]. Sergio Samek Ludovici. Bibliofilfa, 57 (1) 1955 23-27. Facsim. 

In the course of re-binding an incunable there came to light three fragments, 
comprising the greater part of a woodcut representing the martyrdom of this 
Scottish beato who died at Pavia, perhaps on August 22, 303. The engraving 
was probably the work of an engraver in Pavia or Milan in the last decade of the 
15th century. It has been coloured in violet, pale yellow and red by means of 
stencils which have not always registered quite accurately. 


5940 Ancora sulle prime edizioni delle Ultime Lettere di Jacopo Ortis. 
[More about the early editions of the Ultime Lettere di Jacopo Ortis]. Uberto 
Limentani. Bibliofilia, 57 (2) 1955, 156-160. 

Following up a previous article (Bibliofilia, 56 1954, 137-138) in which he 
demonstrated the non-existence of a supposed “‘proto-edition”of Ortis, Dr. 
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Limentani here discusses Giovanni Gambarin’s treatment of the complicated 
story of the various editions now published in variorum form under Gambarin’s 
editorship, as volume V of the National Edition of Foscolo’s works. The 
manoeuvres of the publisher Marsigli, assisted by the ineffable Sassoli, as traced 
by Gambarin in his preface, furnish a classic case of the use of cancels. Dr. 
Limentani’s own researches enable him to add further comment and one or two 
slight corrections. He is also able to add something to the history of the London 
edition of 1817, producing new evidence that Foscolo himself undertook to pay 
the full costs of the printing by Schulze and Dean. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General Services and National Bibliographies 


5941 Canadian documentation, Robert H. Blackburn. Canadian Lib. 
Assn. Occ. Paper, (7), 1955, 7-10. 

A survey of the bibliographies, retrospective and current, covering Canadian 
documents, together with suggestions for improvement. 


5942 The recording and building of a national collection of books 
printed before 1801, R. B. Onians and D. P. Hill. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (12) 
December 1955, 473-476. 


In 1949 a scheme was proposed to ensure that a copy of every book, pamphlet, 
periodical, etc., published in Britain, 1510-1800 should be available in some 
library willing to lend. 21 libraries have undertaken to do “period buying” 
covering specified decades. A report on the returns received by summer 1953 


is appended. 


5943 Soviet book statistics : a guide to their use and interpretation, 
Arturs Baumanis and Robert A. Martin. Univ. of Illinois Lib. Sch. Occ. Papers, 
(44) December 1955. 16 p. 

An assessment of Russian statistics. The Soviet national bibliography 
Knizhnaia letopis gives some indication as to what is considered by Soviet biblio- 
graphers to be a book, as printed matter consisting of only one page is included. 
Of 345 items listed in one week only 27 or 8% represented books of 160 or more 
pages and 86 or 25% were under 16 pages. Publishers’ failure to issue books has 
caused shortages ; in 1951 one trade union was only able to spend 8.5% of its 
book fund. Periodicals statistics often relate to issues held and not titles taken. 
Library purges have had a considerable effect on library statistics, e.g. in a post- 
war purge the Novosibirsk Regional Library excluded 40% of its titles from the 
public catalogue whilst the Gor’kii Regional Library extracted 78%. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : Subject 


5944 New periodicals [relating to agriculture]. Q. Bull. Int. Assn. Agric. 
Libns., 1 (1) January 1956, 8-16. 
A list of new periodicals, changes of titles and cessations since January 1955. 
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5945 New reference works [relating to agriculture] (since January 1955). 
Q. Bull. Int. Assn. Agric. Libns., 1 (1) January 1956, 17-21. 


5946 100 Basic books in art, M. Angela Merici. Catholic Lib. World, 27 (7) 


| April 1956, 309-315. 


The works are listed alphabetically and bibliographical details are given. 
Explanatory notes are included in each item. 


5947 British autobiographical literature, A. C. Ward. Brit. Bk. News, 


(188) April 1956, 217-221 ; (189) May 1956, 281-285. 


A brief survey of famous autobiographical writings from The Book of Margery 
Kempe to Kilvert’s Diary, and from Samuel Butler’s Erewhon to Sir Osbert 


) Sitwell’s Left hand, right hand. 


| 5948 Automation in the library — an annotated bibliography , Helen 


E. Loftus and Allen Kent. Amer. Doc., 7 (2) April 1956, 110-126. 


This bibliography was originally prepared by Miss Loftus to be used in con- 
junction with a programme entitled ‘Automation in the Library — Fact or 
Fantasy 2” presented at the Detroit Convention of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion in June 1955, and comprised periodical articles drawn primarily from 
library literature of the past five years, to form an introduction to material on 
mechanical analysis, storage, and information retrieval. Further titles and some 
later references have been added by Mr. Kent. The bibliography is a selective 
one, made from material seen by the compilers prior to July 1955, and includes 
93 items. 


5949 Careers and professions : fiction and non-fiction for 8th Grade, 


| Marie Behymer. IIlinois Libs. 38 (3) March 1956, 53-59. Port. 


A list of 71 annotated titles arranged alphabetically by careers. 


5950 Bibliography and Catholic theology, Edmund F. X. Ivers. 
Catholic Lib. World, 27 (6) March 1956, 273-279. 


Bibliographic aids in the field of theology are discussed. General historical 
works, such as those by Hurter, Cayre, Hocedez and Quasten, are important 
sources for bio-bibliographies, and these may be supplemented by periodical 
literature and national bibliographies for more recent authors. The Index 
Translationum is a useful supplement for important foreign authors, and bio- 
bibliographies of the religious orders, a few of which are cited, provide further 
material. Subject bibliographies provide a wealth of material within restricted 
limits of subject matter and period, e.g. the Bibliotheca Catholica Neerlandica 
Impressa_ 1500-1727. Some current bibliographies, and periodicals which 
regularly include bibliographies are cited and compared. Attention is drawn to 
the existence of a number of bibliographies of individual authors. The best 
source for completing this brief survey of theological literature is the Bibliography 
of bibliographies in Religion by Barrow. An alphabetical list of works cited, 
with bibliographic details, is appended. 
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5951 Milestones in American Cookery Literature, Charlotte E. Biester, 
J. Amer. Dietetic Assn., 31 (12) December 1955, 1214. 

A history of the publishing of cookery books in the U.S. from The Compleat 
Housewife in 1742. 


5952 The New York Public Library in children’s literature, Members 
of the Library Staff. Bull. N. Y. Publ. Lib., 59 (11) November 1955, 559-561. 

A list of 24 books including : books for children in which the Library is 
clearly designated, picture books, stories, books about the City of New York, 
and ‘“‘career’” books. Room has also been found for books about children’s 
literature. 


5953 Catalogues and bibliographies of periodicals : a survey of the 
more important works published in the British Commonwealth and 
the United States of America since 1945, H. Margaret Gummer. J. of 
Doc., 12 (1) March 1956, 24-38. 

A survey of the contents and scope of some important catalogues, union lists, 
and bibliographies of periodicals, without evaluation. A bibliography of 67 
items is given in conclusion. 


5954 Fran “runverser” till 50-talslyrik, [From runic verse to the poetry 
of the fifties]. Sven Erik Vingedal. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (3) 1956, 147-153. 

This article lists anthologies of Swedish poetry, covering the entire history of 
verse in the Swedish language to the present day. Long-playing gramophone 
discs recording poems by contemporary writers, read by the poets themselves, 
are being published. 


AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, READERS 


5955 Svenska barnboksforfattare III: Astrid Lindgren. [Swedish 
writers cf children’s books, III. Astrid Lindgren]. Sten Hagliden and Garda 
Chambert. Skolbiblioteket, 2 (2) 1956, 35-39. Photo. 

This article consists of an analysis of the contribution of Astrid Lindgren to the 
production of children’s books in Sweden and of an interview. 


5956 The information work of the Crime Writers’ Association, 
Colin Rebertson, Aslib Proc., 7 (4) November 1955, 269-274. 

An honorary Information Panel of experts exists to advise members on 
specific questions which arise during the writing of crime novels. 


5957. Los premios literarios y cientificos en Espafia. [Litcrary and 
scientific prizes in Spain]. José Luis Castillo Puche. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (33) 
October 1955, 32-36. 

Although a multiplicity of prizes cannot produce literary talent, it can help 
to give authors leisure for serious work, and to make their writings known. 
The article describes the chief prizes available, and notes some of their winners. 
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5958 English language publishing in Canada 1945-1955, John Gray. 
Bull. Can. Lib. Assn., 11 (6) June 1955, 293-296. 


The principal business is buying and selling British and American books but 
four new publishers have started business and the heads of most Canadian 
publishers are now Canadians who have grown up in the business. The sales 
tax on books has been removed through the efforts of the Canadian L.A. and the 
Booksellers’ Association. The Co-operative Book Centre covering 17 publishers 
is now in being. More books by Canadian authors were issued just after the 
war but book prices have risen and between 1948 and 1952 fewer appeared. 
Keener competition produced an improvement in the quality of production 
Problems such as copyright remain to be solved. 


5959 Reading in a changing world, Thomas Parry. (Jn Report of the 
proceedings of the 22nd Conference of Library Authorities in Wales and 
Monmouthshire, May 1955, 21-26). 

Figures show that television has attracted more listeners from the Home 
Service serious programmes than from the Light programme. While the total 
library issues continue to rise, there has been a notable decline in issues in urban 
areas, particularly of fiction. Is it likely that the serious reader will also be lured 
to television by the new media of presentation ? Is there a noticeable change 
in the taste of the listening and viewing public ?_ Books will remain complemen- 
tary to other media and the need is to maintain the crusading spirit of the librarian 
to preserve men from the cult of uniformity which is being created by the radio, 
the daily press, and Parliament, in order that reading shall continue to be the 
most profitable accomplishment in the moulding of individual human personality. 


5960 De “Zedenromans”. [The immoral literature]. Leo Magits. Biblio- 
theekgids, 32 (1) January-February 1956, 9-11. 

A reprint of an article originally published in Lektuurgids giving a series of 
points against the obscene literature and crime-literature and the unconcealed 
advertising of the products in question. The task of the public library is a 
difficult one ; quick action in Belgium is asked for. 


5961 Literary censorship in South Africa. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (3) January 
1956, 77. 

A statement, on the problems involved, which has been considered and 
approved by the Council of the South African Library Association. 


5962 Serielasningsproblemet i USA. [The comic books problem in the 
United States]. Virginia Haviland. Biblioteksbladet, 41 (3) 1956, 165-167. 

This article is a review in Swedish of Miss Virginia Haviland’s lecture before 
the meeting of the International Board on Books for Young People at Vienna 
in 1955. Several ways to combat comic books in the United States are men- 
tioned. Prohibition, however, will not produce the eftect desired. . Librarians, 
teachers, and parents are among the groups wishing to develop better reading 
habits among children. Public opinion needs to be further aroused on this 
point, 


BIOGRAPHY 


5963 A.A.L. Member No. 13: a first glance at John Edmands, Verner 
W. Clapp. Lib. Q., 26 (1) January 1956, 1-22. Bibliog. 


Edmands’ career from his first post as assistant librarian to the Brothers in 
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Unity (one of Yale’s three college literary societies) to his death in 1915 is outline¢ 
His connection with William Frederick Poole is described and Poole’s Subje 
index to periodicals is shown to have germinated from a pamphlet by Edmand 
The history of the Index and the controversy over it is summarized. Most q 
his career was spent as librarian to the Mercantile Library of Philadelphia and hi 
subject classification scheme ‘for that library is described. The originality ¢ 
Edmands’ work is underlined and the article shows how fame continued 
escape him. 


5964 William E. Foster, liberal librarian, Clarence E. Sherman. Wilsg 
Lib. Bull., 30 (6) February 1956, 449-453, 467. Port. 


William Eaton Foster, 1851-1930, was the first librarian of the Providene 
Rhode Island, Public Library, 1877-1930. He created the library, founded 
traditions and gave it worldwide influence. In 1877 he began in limited dra 
quarters with a stock of 10,000 books and an income of less than $10,000. Whe 
he retired in 1930 the service comprised 400,000 books in a central and twel 
branch libraries with a book storage stack in one branch housing 150,000 leg 
called-for books from central. His library was one of the first to provid 
special collections, art, music with the use of a piano, an industrial departmen 
a foreign department, a standard library of distinguished writers of all literatu 
in a browsing room. He also started collections covering architecture, civil wa 
and slavery, jewellery, textiles and printing. 


5965 Eric Holmberg, H. K-la. Kirjastolehti, 49 (2) February 1956, 44. 

On Feb. 6th, 1956, Dr. Eric Holmberg, Chief Librarian of Abo Akademi 
Bibliotek, died at the age of 71. After taking his M.A. degree, Dr. Holmb 
studied sociology and philology in London. In 1919, he was appointed 
library assistant in Abo Akademis Bibliotek, and he retired in 1952. Durin 
the time of his leadership, the collections of the library grew considerably and 
new building was erected. Eric Holmberg was a humorous and colorf 
personality, in whose opinion administrative abilities, a practical mind 2 
courage are most essential in librarianship. 


5966 Librarian when young, J. P. Lamb. Librarian, 45 (1) January 195¢ 
1-5 ; 45 (2) February 1956, 34-36 ; 45 (3) March 1956, 49-53. 

Reminiscences of Sheffield City Librarian’s youth and early reading, toget 
with forthright comments on children’s libraries, are followed by experienc 
in his professional career up to the end of his years in the Birmingham Pub 
Libraries. 


5967 Joseph L. Wheeler, Charles H. Compton. Bull. of Bib., 21 (8 
September-December 1955, 169-171. Port. 
Joseph Lewis Wheeler was born in Dorchester, Mass., in 1884. He 
New York State Library School in 1909 and after a succession of public libraf 
appointments became, in 1926, Librarian of Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimo’ 
holding this position until his retirement in 1945. He has held many offici 
positions and been active, locally and nationally, as a publicist. He has probab 
done more to revolutionize the architecture of public library buildings t 
any other librarian and has been a skilled administrator, one of his strongé 

points being the selection of his staff. 
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